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Happy Holidays from the Margate City Commission

Tommy Ruzzano
Mayor

Arlene R. Schwartz
Vice Mayor

Ring in 2017 WITHOUT
the “Bang!”

As you plan your New Year’s Eve
celebration, please remember that it
is illegal to buy, sell or use ﬁreworks
that explode or propel into the air.
The Margate Police Department
will be out in full force to ensure
compliance of State and City laws.
Under Florida law, only novelty-type
ﬁreworks are legal for consumer
usage. Anything that ﬂies in the
air or explodes is illegal. Using
illegal ﬁreworks is a ﬁrst-degree
misdemeanor punishable by up to
one year in jail and a $1,000 ﬁne.
(Chapter 791, FS).
Illegal ﬁreworks include:
Firecrackers
Cherry Bombs
Bottle rockets
Sparkler Bombs
Missiles
Torpedoes
Roman Candles
Skyrockets
Dago Bombs
Mortars
What’s legal? Sparklers are legal.
Sparklers are handheld or placed
on the ground and emits sparks
until it burns out.
City of Margate ofﬁcials wish you
a safe and fun holiday season.
Connect with us: Like/Follow us

Anthony N. Caggiano
Commissioner

Lesa “Le” Peerman
Commissioner

Joanne Simone
Commissioner

Commissioners Ruzzano, Schwartz and Caggiano Sworn In

The City of Margate’s newly elected City Commissioners were recently sworn in
and took their seats on the dais. During the Special City Commission Meeting on
November 22nd, commissioners voted to retain Mayor Tommy Ruzzano as Mayor
for a second year. Commissioner Arlene R. Schwartz was voted Vice Mayor.
Mayor Tommy Ruzzano, Seat 4
Mayor Ruzzano, a Margate resident since 2002, was ﬁrst elected to the City
Commission in 2012. This year, he was re-elected after being unopposed.
Vice Mayor Arlene R. Schwartz, Seat 2
Vice Mayor Schwartz is a familiar face on the dais. A native of New York and a
34-year resident of the City of Margate, Vice Mayor Schwartz was ﬁrst elected
to the Margate City Commission in 1991. She has had the unique privilege of
serving the residents as a City Commissioner from 1991-1994 and 1997-2004.
From 1999 to 2001, she was elected by her fellow commissioners to serve as the
City’s ﬁrst female mayor.
Vice Mayor Schwartz dedicated her career to public and community service, ﬁrst
as a Broward Public School teacher and then as an administrator working with
underserved minority populations. She has one son who lives in Tennessee.
Commissioner Anthony N. Caggiano, Seat 1
A Margate resident since 2003, Commissioner Caggiano has served as a board
member of the City’s Planning and Zoning Board since 2013 and was elected
Vice Chair in 2015. He was a dedicated Board member of the Margate Chamber
of Commerce from 2009 to 2014, serving as the 2013 Executive Secretary and
the 2014 Secretary/Treasurer. In June 2012, he was recognized as Chamber
Ambassador of the Month, and then in 2013, he was voted Small Business
Leader of the Year.
Commissioner Caggiano is a graduate of the ﬁrst class of the City’s Margate
Community College. He is the proud father of two, Jason and Sophia. He and
his wife, Assia, have been married for over 20 years.
For complete commission bios, please visit margateﬂ.com

@CityofMargateFL

Download the free “Our Margate” app today!

Safety is Essential for a Happy
Holiday Season
It’s that time of year again. Shopping will
be on most of our to-do lists for the next
several weeks, and while we are looking
for holiday gifts, criminals will be looking
for easy targets.

The Margate Police Department offers some basic tips to
prevent or minimize the risk of being a victim.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Before leaving your home, be sure to charge your cell
phone and keep it on you - not in a bag.
Keep all purses zipped and in your possession at all
times.
Do not leave a purse or a bag in a shopping cart and
walk away from the cart (the primary way wallets are
stolen, and how distraction thefts occur).
Do not display large amounts of cash when paying for
merchandise.
Be aware of your surroundings.
Don’t let your guard down when you have to take a
phone call or send a text message.
When a vehicle is unattended, be sure to conceal
valuables out of plain view and lock the vehicle.

For more information, please call (954) 764-HELP (4357).

Margate’s Holiday Decorating Contest

The holiday season is such a beautiful time of the year, and
the City of Margate wants to recognize you for contributing
to the festive holiday spirit. Enter the 11th Annual Margate
Holiday Decorating Contest for a chance to win a great
prize and be named “Best Decorated” home or business.
If you’ve transformed your home or business (outdoors)
into a holiday winter wonderland, complete the holiday
decorating contest application and submit it to the Margate
Parks and Recreation Department no later than 5 p.m. on
December 20th.
To download the application, go to margateﬂ.com/
holidaydecorating or stop by City Hall. Pre-registration is
required, and there is no fee to enter.
All entries will be judged on Thursday, December 22nd
beginning at 5 p.m. Happy Holidays!

Sounds at Sundown Concert Series Kicks Off on January 7th

Save the Dates for the 19th Annual Sounds at Sundown concert series! The free events take place
between the months of January – June 2017 from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the corner of Margate Boulevard and 441. Enjoy live music, an eclectic mix of local artists and crafters,
and food trucks serving up delicious snacks, meals and desserts. Plan to stay for the
evening – bring lawn chairs and blankets, relax, dance, sing and enjoy the live entertainment and food at your leisure at the 19th Annual Sounds at Sundown.
2017 dates: January 7, February 4, March 4, April 1, May 6, June 3 from 5 – 10 p.m.
(live music from 6 – 9 p.m.)
For more information, please visit margateﬂ.com or call (954) 972-6458.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. / Together We Make It Great Day of Service – Jan. 16th
For the second year in a row, the City of Margate is inviting residents
to participate in or lead a service project in honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day on Monday, January 16, 2017.

The City will be hosting this year’s service project at the Northwest Focal Point Senior Center, located at 6009 NW 10th Street, beginning at
9 a.m. Volunteers will assist with gardening in the Senior Center’s patio
along with installation of patio furniture, and potentially other work at
the Center. Interested volunteers are asked to register with the City by
ﬁlling out an interest card at margateﬂ.com/MLKDay.
Once again, interested parties are asked to register their own projects via the City website (margateﬂ.com/MLKDay) so
that the City is aware of projects happening throughout the community. Leaders of community service projects will be
asked to post pictures of their projects throughout the day on the City’s Facebook page, facebook.com/CityofMargateFL, and tag the City. Leaders and participants of community service projects will be recognized for their actions at a future
City Commission meeting. For more information about the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. / Together We Make It Great Day of
Service, please call the City Manager’s Ofﬁce at (954) 935-5300 or go to margateﬂ.com/MLKDay.

CITY OF MARGATE
2017 SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR
SOUNDS AT SUNDOWN & FOOD TRUCKS

JANUARY
January 7
January 28

5 p.m. - 10 p.m. (Concert: 6-9 p.m.)
Margate Boulevard & SR 7

Sounds at Sundown
Movies in the Park

This popular concert series brings the best of two
worlds to one event - music and food. Hosted
by the Margate CRA and the Parks and Rec Dept.
Bring your blankets and chairs.

FEBRUARY
February 4 Sounds at Sundown
February 25 Movies in the Park

MARCH
March 4
March 6-10
March 18

Sounds at Sundown
Senior Games
Spring Clean Up & Garage Sale

APRIL
April 1
April 8
April 8

Sounds at Sundown
Springtime Egg Hunt
Dive in Movie

MAY
May 6
May 29

SPRING CLEAN UP & GARAGE SALE

March 18th from 7 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Oriole Park, NE corner of NW 1st St./Rock Island

Clean out your garage and turn your unused items into cash. Preregistration is required for VENDORS. For more information go to
www.margateﬂ.com or call 954-972-6458.

38TH ANNUAL SENIOR GAMES

March 6th-10th
Various times and locations

Hosted by the Margate Parks and Recreation
Department and the NW Focal Point Senior Center,
this popular program has a variety of indoor and
outdoor events planned to appeal to everyone’s area
of interest. To register, go to www.margateﬂ.com or
call 954-972-6458.

SPRINGTIME EGG HUNT

Sounds at Sundown
Memorial Day Ceremony

April 8th at 9 a.m.
Margate Sports Complex

JUNE
June 3

Sounds at Sundown

JULY
July 4

4th of July Parade and Fireworks

SEPTEMBER
September 9 Dive in Movie

OCTOBER
TBD
TBD

Children ages eight and under are invited to the
City’s Spring Egg Hunt. Bring your camera for a
photo with Peter Rabbit. This event is free and
open to Margate residents.

Movies in the Park
Fall Festival

NOVEMBER

4TH OF JULY PARADE AND FIREWORKS

9 a.m. - Parade, Margate Boulevard
6-9 p.m. Concert & Fireworks
Margate Boulevard & 441

The City of Margate and the Margate CRA will host the
annual 4th of July Parade and Fireworks Celebration.
The parade down Margate Blvd will begin at 9 a.m.
Then, the ﬁreworks show will begin at 9 p.m.

DIVE IN MOVIE

April 8th & Sept. 9th, 7-10 p.m. at Calypso Cove

Hang out, relax or splash around in the pool while watching a movie.

November 11 Veterans Day Ceremony
TBD
Movies in the Park

MOVIES IN THE PARK

DECEMBER

Bring your blankets and lawn chairs for a free outdoor movie.

TBD
TBD

Movies in the Park
Winter Festival

*Events subject to change.
Please visit www.margateﬂ.com for additional information.

7 p.m. (See dates listed)
Margate Sports Complex

WINTER FESTIVAL

TBD from 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Margate Blvd & 441

Join us for Florida Style snow, kiddie rides, performances by local
groups, food, arts and crafts and so much more.

Household Hazardous Waste &
Electronics Disposal Event - January 22nd
City of Margate residents can properly dispose of their
household hazardous waste and old electronics at the City of
Margate and Broward County’s Household Hazardous Waste
and Electronics Collection Event. On Sunday, January 22nd,
residents can bring their household hazardous waste and old
electronics items to Oriole Park (7055 NW 1st Street) from
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All accepted items will be recycled or
disposed of properly.
Items accepted at the
collection
event
include
household
chemicals,
cleaning solutions, aerosols,
paint, oil, solvents, pesticides,
herbicides, pool chemicals,
vehicle
ﬂuids,
mercury
thermometers, propane tanks,
ﬁre extinguishers, ﬂuorescent
bulbs, compact ﬂuorescent
bulbs (CFLs), TVs, computers, monitors, printers, fax machines,
cell phones, home phones, wire, DVD players, rechargeable
batteries, and tires (limit 4).
Items not accepted include explosives, bio-hazardous waste,
medical waste, appliances, microwaves, shavers, sewing
machines, and business or commercial generated waste.
Proof of residency is required.
For more information about this event, please contact the
Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Monday-Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at (954) 9720828 or visit the City’s website at margateﬂ.com.

At Your Fingertips...
Emergency
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line
City Hall
Building
DEES*
Neighborhood Policing (Code)
NW Focal Point Senior Center
Parks and Recreation
Public Works
Waste Management
Water Billing Customer Service

911
(954) 764-HELP (4357)
(954) 972-6454
(954) 970-3004
(954) 972-0828
(954) 972-1232
(954) 973-0300
(954) 972-6458
(954) 972-8126
(954) 974-7500
(954) 972-6454

*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services

Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”

Sign up for eBilling Today!

Go Green! To sign up to receive your utility bill by
e-mail, City of Margate water customers should go
to margateﬂ.com.
E-billing allows customers to receive their utility bills
by e-mail 1-2 days sooner. Its secure, convenient,
and helps reduce waste.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Channel 78

City Commission Meetings are now being broadcast
live on the City’s local access channel, Comcast
Channel 78. Meetings normally take place the ﬁrst
and third Wednesday of the month beginning at 7
p.m. (Meeting dates are occasionally different. Please
check website for dates.)
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website at the start of the meeting
and click on “Commission Meeting LIVE Stream.”
Can’t listen live? Archived Meetings are available for
viewing at margateﬂ.com.

City Ofﬁces Closed for the Holidays

The City of Margate will observe the following
upcoming holidays:
•
•

Christmas Day - Monday, December 26th
New Year’s Day - Monday, January 2nd

Margate City Hall and most municipal ofﬁces will be
closed in observance of these holidays. As a reminder,
City Hall and most ofﬁces are closed on Fridays.

Connect with us...
Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margateﬂ.com
Like the City’s Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL
Search for “Our Margate” in your smartphone
app store. It’s free.

