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The City of Margate is inviting residents to participate in the Margate Citizens
Academy (MCA), an eight-week interactive program designed to give
participants an up-close look at local government. Applications are available for
the next session, which begins on April 23rd.
The Citizens Academy is free and open to Margate residents
ARGATE
and business owners over 18 years of age. Classes will take M
place on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at various
City facilities including City Hall, Calypso Cove, the Police C
ITIZENS ACADEMY
Training & Transit Center, and the Northwest Focal Point
Senior Center. A light dinner will be served before each class.
The goal of MCA is to help community members become more knowledgeable,
engaged citizens. The information provided will enable participants to have an
increased understanding of the City’s organizational structure and the operations
of the various City departments that impact the quality of life in Margate.
Although students are encouraged to attend all classes, only 6 of 8 sessions
are mandatory for graduation. MCA is sponsored by the City Commission and
coordinated by the City Manager’s Office.
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Applications are available at City Hall or online at margatefl.com/mca. Interested
residents should submit an application online or to the City Manager’s Office at
Margate City Hall, 5790 Margate Boulevard, no later than Friday, April 12th. For
more information, call (954) 935-5300.

A New Way to Pay Your Water Bill Online

The City of Margate has announced a new option for paying your water bill.
Customers are now able to pay by electronic check. Visit margatefl.com and
follow the Payment Center to pay by e-Check. Other options for paying your
utility bill online include direct bank drafting and by credit card. For more
information, visit margatefl.com/waterbilling.
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Right Tree, Right Place Planting

Planting a tree is a lifetime investment that beautifies your property, adds to the City's tree canopy and helps the environment in so many ways. When planning to plant trees in your yard, please remember that planting the right tree in the right
place is essential to reducing power outages and flickers for you and your neighbor. FPL offers the following tips:
1. Find the Right Tree – Before selecting a tree, find out how tall, wide and deep it will be at maturity. For lists of recommended trees, visit the University of Florida’s “Trees and Power Lines” website at hort.ifas.ufl.edu/treesandpowerlines/
2. Choose the Right Spot – Where you plant your tree is just as important as what
type of tree you plant. Blocking an unsightly view or creating some shade may be
a priority, but you must also think about how your tree will impact existing utility
lines as it grows taller, wider and deeper. At maturity, will its canopy reach the
overhead lines? Taking the time to consider location now can prevent avoidable
power disturbances for years to come.
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Utility Pruning Zone

3. Call Before You Dig – What you can’t see can hurt you, so before you reach for
a shovel, reach for the phone to start the process of getting underground utility
lines marked. Simply dial 811 at least two full business days before you plan to
start digging and a representative will come out to your house or business and
clearly mark the location of all underground utilities. This is a free service.
4. Plan for Future Growth – Tall trees growing under or near power lines will ultimately require pruning or removal by FPL
to maintain safe clearance from the lines. Planting the right tree in the right place can prevent the need for pruning by FPL’s
specially trained line-clearing professionals. Never trim any vegetation growing on or near power lines.
5. Work Safely and Hire Safely – Whether you’re planting a tree, preparing your property for storm season or picking fruit,
remember to stay safe and stay far away from power lines at all times. Always look up and note the location of power lines
before you begin. Careful avoidance of power lines is extremely important during yard work, especially when using tools,
ladders, poles or pruning saws. When hiring landscapers or yard workers to trim your trees, remember to ask if they are
licensed, insured and qualified to trim vegetation around power lines.
For more information and to view the graphic in a larger format, visit fpl.com/reliability/trees/tree-location.html.

MARGATE 2.0 – Creating a Vision for the Future
Florida has always faced challenges in addressing everincreasing demands for community services required to
sustain existing and future residents; maintain balance while
planning for increased land development and providing a
responsive transportation network while protecting natural
assets that make Florida such an attractive place to live.
Since 1986, the Community Planning Act, Chapter 163 of the
Florida State Statutes has been the primary guide to statewide growth management. In 2011, the State of Florida
Legislature made significant changes to this Act. The new,
replacement legislation shifted oversight of development
and growth management from the State of Florida to local
governments - recognizing that local jurisdictions were
best suited to oversee and direct their own future growth.
MARGATE 2.0 – AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN
Margate 2.0 will be the next major initiative in addressing
the requirements of Chapter 163 as they relate to the City
of Margate. The general framework of the Plan will be
comprised of an introduction and four major components
that will define, prioritize, and assess the long-term needs
of Margate on a city-wide basis.

Planners have observed that
PEOPLE,
PLACES,
NATURAL
SPACES and GOVERNANCE are
the four major components that
must be addressed by state law.
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Beginning in March, numerous
activities and events are being organized
to provide access to the planning process, and encourage
public comment and participation. Successfully planning
for the future must be a collaborative effort between all
Margate stakeholders including residents, property owners,
business owners and investors whose activities all affect the
City. It also includes government and providers of services
such as education and health, community organizations,
developers, Broward County authorities, and transportation
agencies.
Please be sure to check margatefl.com/CompPlan, local
media and future announcements for Public Engagement
and Involvement events being planned in the coming
weeks and months. The goal is to maximize opportunities
for participation and to make this next version of the
Comprehensive Plan reflect the needs, opportunities and
hopes for the future for all who want to participate!

Upcoming Events
Springtime Egg Hunt Set for April 13th

Thousands of eggs filled with fun prizes
or candy will cover the fields at the
Margate Sports Complex (1695 Banks
Road) for the City’s Annual Springtime
Egg Hunt. On Saturday, April 13th
beginning at 9 a.m., children eight
years old and younger are invited to
race across the field to collect as many
plastic eggs as possible. Arrive early!

Nearly 9,000 brightly colored plastic eggs - each containing
a treat will be scattered on three baseball fields and one area
for special needs children. There is no age restriction for
those with special needs.
Children will hunt for eggs by age group as follows:
Field #1:
Field #2:
Field #3:
Field #3:

Ages 2 & Under
Ages 3-5
Ages 6-8
Special Needs Area (located next to Field 3)

Swim Season is Near

The City of Margate’s Calypso
Cove Water Park is set to open
later this month - just in time
for spring breakers.
Beginning the weekend of
March 23rd, Calypso Cove
will open on Saturdays and
Sundays only from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. To kick-off the “swim”
season, a Dive-in Movie featuring “Ralph Breaks the
Internet” (PG) will be shown the evening of Saturday,
March 23rd at 7 p.m.
Spring Break Week (March 25th - 29th), the water park
will open Monday - Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For
just $4 per person, residents can spend an entire day
swimming, sliding and splashing around at the City’s
Caribbean-themed aquatic facility.

Some eggs will also contain a ticket redeemable for a special
prize. Peter Rabbit will make a special guest appearance for
family photographs. Bring your baskets and a camera.

Calypso Cove features two water slides with a plunge pool;
a zero-depth, beach entry pool with water sprayers, and a
play structure; and a six-lane lap pool for family swimming.
Complimentary shade umbrellas and lounge chairs are
available. Food and drinks available for purchase.

This event is free and open to the public. Free parking will be
available.

Register for Swim Lessons That Begin in June

For more information, please contact the Margate Parks
and Recreation Department at (954) 972-6458 or by email:
parksrec@margatefl.com.

Registration for swim lessons begin on March 23rd. Four,
two week sessions will take place from June 17th through
August 9th. Visit margatefl.com/CalypsoCove for more
information.

Enter the Digital Photo of the Month Contest

Celebrate Margate by capturing the City’s beautiful environment and
community in photos. Amateur or professional, all
Margate residents are encouraged to snap photos
around town and enter them in the City of Margate’s
monthly Digital Photography Contest.
All photographs must be within Margate City Limits and
NOT focus on any individual person, business, or any
form of advertising.

September 2018 winner
Sunset at Lake Sunflower
by Kacey Puia

Participants can submit up to two pictures per month.
All monthly winners will be entered into the Photo of
the Year category, which will be awarded at the end of
the fiscal year.

All photos will be published on the City of Margate’s website, social media
platforms, Channel 78 (Comcast Cable) and more. To enter the Photo of the
Month Contest, go to margatefl.com.

2nd & 4th Sundays
9AM-2PM
NW Comer of Margate Blvd. and 441

HHW, Electronics Collection & Document Shredding

The City of Margate, in partnership with Waste Management,
is hosting the Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics
Collection and Document Shredding event on Saturday, April
13th from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Oriole Park, located at 7055 NW
1st Street.
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Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
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Drug Take Back Set for April 27th

The Margate Police Department, in partnership with
the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), will host the
annual Prescription Drug Take-Back from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 27th at Walgreens
located at 3000 N. State Road 7.

Margate residents can drop off items such as household
chemicals, aerosols, paint, oil, propane tanks, fire extinguishers,
CFLs, computers, TVs, telephones, rechargeable batteries, and
up to 4 tires. Residents may also bring up to three boxes of
documents for shredding.

Open to the public, this free event allows participants
to safely dispose of unused, expired and unwanted
medications in its original container with the
prescription label removed. Acceptable medications
include:
Prescription
and
over-the-counter
medications, vitamins, and pet medicine.

For a complete list of acceptable items and for more information,
please visit margatefl.com/HHW or call (954) 972-0828.

NOT
ACCEPTED:
Needles,
thermometers,
chemotherapy or radioactive substances, oxygen
containers, pressurized containers, inhalers, illicit
drugs, and liquid medications.

Penny Transportation Tax Projects

Home of the Month Winner

Last November, voters approved the Broward County
Penny for Transportation sales tax that went into
effect on January 1st. Although it will take quite some
time to see traffic improvements that are planned
across Broward County, you may view the list of
projects that will take place in the City of Margate by
visiting broward.org/pennyfortransportation and
clicking on Projects in Your City.

The City of Margate is pleased to announce the Home of the
Month winner for March 2019. Congratulations to Shelly Ann
and Sampson Baychoo who live on the 1500 block of NW 66th
Avenue. The Baychoo family have lived in their beautiful home
for one year. Congratulations, and keep up the good work!
To enter the Home of the Month Contest, visit margatefl.com/
homeofthemonth.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online
at margatefl.com

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency
911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall
(954) 972-6454
Building
(954) 970-3004
DEES*
(954) 972-0828
Development Services
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation
(954) 972-6458
Public Works
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 972-6454
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828

City Commission Meetings are broadcast live on
the City’s local access channel, Comcast Channel 78.
Meetings normally take place the first Wednesday
of the month beginning at 6:30 p.m. and the third
Wednesday of the month beginning at 7 p.m.
(Meeting dates are occasionally different. Please
check website for dates.)
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes,” then “Watch Live”. Can’t watch live?
Archived Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
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Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City’s Facebook page at:

~ facebook.com/CityofMargateFL

Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission
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Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL
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