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Utility Billing Division Moving to New Location on
Monday, December 23rd

In This Issue
2020 U.S. Census
Holiday Decorating Contest
Winter Festival on Dec. 13th
Student Government Day

The City of Margate's Utility Billing Division is moving
to a new location! Beginning on Monday, December
23rd, utility billing customers who prefer to pay their bill
in person, or by using the drive-up drop box, must take
their payment to the DEES Building located at 901 NW
66th Avenue.

The current location on the second floor of City Hall will permanently close as of
6 p.m. on Friday, December 20th. The drive-up drop box, which will be relocated
to the DEES parking lot, will not be available on Friday, December 20th.
Online payments will remain available through the transition. Payments can also
be made at any AMSCOT location 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please note that
AMSCOT charges a non-refundable $2 transaction fee.
Other options for paying your City of Margate utility bill include enrolling in
the bank draft program that will automatically withdraw payment from your
checking account each month. To register, complete the Bank Draft Application
(found online at margatefl.com or pick one up from the Utility Billing office) and
return it with a voided check to the Utility Billing Division.
Bill Pay is another option that is done through your financial institution. Simply
add the City of Margate as a Payee and pay your bill via online banking.
Lastly, the pay by mail option allows you to mail your utility bill stub and a check
or money order to: City of Margate, PO Box 30318, Tampa, FL 33630-3318.
The Utility Billing Division's new location will be open Monday through Friday,
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and the drop box will be available 24/7. For more information
about Utility Billing, visit margatefl.com/WaterBilling.

Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Enter Your Home in the City's Holiday Decorating Contest by December 6th

The holiday season is such a beautiful time of year, and the City of Margate
wants to recognize you for contributing to the festive spirit. Enter the City's
Holiday Decorating Contest for a chance to win a gift card and be named “Best
Decorated” home or business.

2018 Holiday Decorating Contest
The Rodriguez Family, 1st place winner

If you’ve gone above and beyond in transforming the exterior of your home or
business into a winter wonderland, complete the holiday decorating contest
application no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, December 6th. Applications are
available online at margatefl.com/HolidayDecorating or pick one up at City
Hall, located at 5790 Margate Boulevard.

Entrants will be notified of the date of judging and the requirements by email. First, second and third place winners will
be recognized at a City Commission Meeting.
For more information, visit margatefl.com/HolidayDecorating or call the City Manager's Office at (954) 935-5300.

When is a Tree Trimming Permit Required?

Are you planning to prune, trim, or cut down a tree on your property? Please be aware of the proper procedures regarding
what permits are required.
Effective July 1, 2019, if a tree on residential property presents a danger to persons or property, a residential property
owner does not need a permit from the City of Margate to prune, trim, or remove such a tree, as long as the residential
property owner first obtains documentation from an arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture or
a Florida licensed landscape architect certifying that the tree presents a danger to persons or property. If you do not
have such documentation, a permit is required from the City to remove the tree. Tree trimming must be done in
accordance with the City’s Code.
Pruning your trees is one of the most important maintenance practices that have a
huge impact on a tree's health. It's essential that pruning your tree is done correctly.
Before you hire a tree trimming or tree removal service to prune, trim, or cut down a
tree, it is your responsibility to obtain the documentation from a certified arborist or
licensed landscape architect. Failure to do so may result in code enforcement action.
Topping, lifting and hatracking a tree to reduce its canopy is considered tree abuse
and is not permitted. In addition to receiving a hefty fine, anyone who abuses a tree
in this manner may be required to remove and replace the damaged tree. For more
information about proper tree removal and permitting, please call (954) 972-0828.

2020 Census – Shape your future. START HERE.

The U.S. Census Bureau is promoting the 2020 Census with the focus “Shape your future. START
HERE.” The Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical agency that provides
current facts and figures about America’s people, places, and economy.
The U. S. Constitution requires that each decade a count or census of America’s population be taken to determine how
many representatives each state gets in Congress, and to help distribute more than $675 billion to states and communities
like Margate every year for a variety of needs including new roads, schools and emergency services.
In 2020, new technology will make it easier than ever to respond to the Census. For the first time, responses will be made
online, by phone as well as by mail.
Completing the Census is mandatory, and by federal law, all responses to the U.S. Census Bureau are kept completely
confidential. Answers can only be used to produce statistics – they cannot be used for law enforcement purposes or to
determine personal eligibility for government benefits.
The City will be providing information and updates regarding the 2020 Census and its importance in this newsletter, via
the City’s social media platforms, on Comcast Channel 78, and on the City's website at margatefl.com.

Upcoming Events
Winter Festival Set for Friday, December 13th

The City of Margate, in partnership with the Margate Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA),
will host its annual Winter Festival on Friday, December 13th from 6 to 10 p.m. The event will
be located along Margate Boulevard between US 441/SR 7 and NW 58th Avenue.
This free family-friendly event will include real “Florida Style” snow, rides for the children, arts
and crafts activities, local group performances, a craft fair, food vendors, and pictures with Santa
(bring your own camera).
Please be advised that Margate Boulevard (from US 441/SR 7 to NW 58th Avenue) will be closed
from approximately 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. on December 13th.
Food and craft vendors are welcome. Advanced registration is required. To register as a vendor, download the vendor
application at margatefl.com/winterfestival, contact the Parks and Recreation Department at (954) 972-6458 or email
parksrec@margatefl.com (registration fees apply).

Movies in the Park Features "The Lion
King" on Dec. 21st

The City of Margate’s 2019-2020 Movies in the Parks
series continues on Saturday, December 21st with the
hit blockbuster movie The Lion King. The FREE movie
presentation will begin at 6 p.m. at the Margate Sports
Complex, 1695 Banks Road.
About the movie
Simba idolizes his father, King
Mufasa, and takes to heart his
own royal destiny on the plains
of Africa. But not everyone in the
kingdom celebrates the new cub's
arrival. Scar, Mufasa's brother
-- and former heir to the throne
-- has plans of his own. The battle
for Pride Rock is soon ravaged
with betrayal, tragedy and drama,
ultimately resulting in Simba's
exile. Now, with help from a
curious pair of newfound friends, Simba must figure out
how to grow up and take back what is rightfully his.
Movies in the Park features free outdoor movie screenings
for the entire family. Moviegoers are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs and blankets. Food and beverage will
be available for purchase.
See advertisement for upcoming movie schedule.

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
Student Government Day 2019

Last month, 30 Margate Middle School students participated in
the City's Annual Student Government Day. Hosted by the City
Clerk’s Office, Student Government Day provides the school’s
Student Council members with an opportunity to learn about the
policy-making processes and operations of the local government
in a fun and engaging manner. Here’s to a bright future with
these up-and-coming City leaders!

Sign up for eBilling Today!

Go Green! Sign up to receive your utility bill by e-mail
at margatefl.com/ebillsignup.
eBilling allows customers to receive their utility bills
by e-mail 1-2 days sooner than mailed bills. It's
secure, convenient, and helps reduce waste.

FREE Showerheads and Faucet Aerators

Home of the Month Winner

The City of Margate is pleased to announce the Home of the
Month winner for November 2019. Congratulations to Rob and
Karla Trawinski, who live on East Palm Drive. Congratulations,
and keep up the good work!
Home of the Month winners receive a $50 gift card and
recognition by the Margate City Commission. To enter the
Contest, visit margatefl.com/homeofthemonth.

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 972-6454
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

In an effort to save water, money and the environment,
the City of Margate provides free, high-efficiency
water faucet aerators and showerheads to
qualifying residential customers. You can
pick up your water-conserving devices
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and
6 p.m. at the Department of Environmental &
Engineering Services Administration Building located
at 901 NW 66th Avenue. If you have any questions or
need more information, please call Aaron Tauber at
(954) 972-0828.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online
at margatefl.com

City Commission Meetings are broadcast live on
the City’s local access channel, Comcast Channel 78.
Meetings normally take place the first Wednesday
of the month beginning at 6:30 p.m. and the third
Wednesday of the month beginning at 7 p.m.
(Meeting dates are occasionally different. Please
check website for dates.)
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes,” then “Watch Live”. Can’t watch live?
Archived Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Instgram at:
instgram.com/CityofMargateFL

