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Tommy Ruzzano Named Mayor, Arlene Schwartz Vice Mayor
The City Commission recently selected Tommy
Ruzzano to serve as Mayor and Arlene R.
Schwartz to serve as Vice Mayor. Both will serve
in these positions for a one-year term.

Mayor Ruzzano, who was first elected as
Commissioner (Seat #4) in 2012, has served as
mayor twice before in 2015 and 2016. Mayor
Ruzzano has lived in the City since 2002 with his
wife, Amanda, and four children.

Mayor Ruzzano with his family
after his swearing in

Vice Mayor Schwartz, who was elected to the
Commission (Seat #2) in 2016, has served as
Vice Mayor and Mayor previously. A longtime
commissioner, she was first elected to the
Commission in 1991 and has served for more
than 10 years at different times.
Congratulations to Mayor Ruzzano and Vice
Mayor Schwartz.

Vice Mayor Schwartz being sworn
in by friend/resident Julie Jones

Happy New Year from Your City Commission

Happy New Year! On behalf of the Margate City Commission, we want to wish
everyone the very best in 2020! It’s a new year and a new decade, and we hope
you closed out 2019 on a positive note with your loved ones – making lasting
memories that you will cherish for a lifetime.
The New Year means new beginnings and we look forward to a bright future in
the City of Margate. This year, we'll continue improving our parks and recreation
facilities with the Parks Bond, upgrading our water and sewer infrastructure,
and providing top-notch service to our residents. We wish you good health,
prosperity and peace this year and for years to come. Happy New Year!
Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Do Not Place Bulk Trash Out Too Early

We know that some items you are disposing of are too
large to fit in your garbage container. We also know that
sometimes you don't always have the time or ability to
get rid of these items in a more sustainable manner - like
donating the items that can be used again to a non-profit
organization or someone that may be able to use them.
The City has made it extremely
convenient for residents to
dispose of bulk trash by offering
a weekly pickup, however,
placing your bulky items out too
early may lead to code violations
and fines.
Per City Code, do not place
your bulk items out more than
three (3) days before your scheduled bulk pickup.

Water Main Improvement Project

The City’s Department of Environmental and Engineering
Services has contracted
with Marcdan Inc. to
complete improvements
to the City’s smallest
diameter water mains.
Marcdan’s crews are
currently working to
replace 2” galvanized
steel water main lines
with 6” ductile iron pipes
in Margate. This citywide
project will enhance water delivery, increase water pressure,
and improve water quality for many of our residents and
businesses. For more information, contact DEES at (954)
972-0828.

New Window Sign Code

Bulk/yard waste are collected together once per week on
your first garbage collection day. Bulk waste consists of
household items like furniture, carpet mattresses, appliances,
electronics, fixtures, etc. Please do not place garbage,
recyclables, hazardous waste, construction material, tires,
etc. with your bulk waste.

The Window Sign ordinance has
been updated. The total area of
window signs (interior, exterior,
and illuminated) may be no greater
than 25% of total window area of
each frontage. Non-conforming window signs must
comply by May 20, 2020.

For
more
information,
bulkandyardwaste.

For more information please contact Dan Topp in the
Development Services Department at (954) 884-3688.

visit

margatefl.com/

Utility Billing Now Located at DEES
Census 2020 - Everyone Counts in Margate

Getting an accurate Census count is important to the City
of Margate, and City officials are encouraging everyone to
complete the Census form once they receive it in March.
What does the City of Margate have to lose if the count does
not accurately reflect the City's population? An accurate
count entitles the City to fair political representation and
federal funding. When policy and decision makers are
drafting change at the federal, state and local level, census
data is at the core of those changes.
The Census count is mandated by the Constitution and
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, a nonpartisan
government agency.
Households will receive a short questionnaire to complete
online, over the phone, or by mail. Participation in the
census is required by law - no matter your legal status. By
law, personally identifiable census information cannot be
shared with any other government agency or the public for
72 years after it was collected.
For more information about the 2020 Census, please visit
margatefl.com/census2020.

The City of Margate's Utility Billing
Division has moved! Utility billing
customers who prefer to pay their bill
in person, or by using the drive-up drop
box, must now make their payment at
the DEES Building located at 901 NW
66th Avenue. The Utility Billing office is
open Monday through Friday, from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m., and the drop box is available 24/7.

Don't want to drop off your bill in person each month?
Visit margatefl.com/283/FAQs for available payment
options.

Sign Up for Emergency Notifications

The City of Margate uses CodeRED to send EMERGENCY
notifications by phone, email, text and social media to keep
citizens informed of evacuation notices, utility outages,
water main breaks, fire or floods, or other emergency
situations.
The City may also activate
CodeRED to send general
notifications
to
registered
subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters.
This is a free service and personal information is kept
confidential. Sign up at margatefl.com/codered.

Upcoming Events
Firefighters Park Renovations Complete

The City of Margate is excited to announce the completion of a major
improvement project at Firefighters Park, located at 2500 Rock Island Road.
Firefighters Park has something for everyone! This beautiful 11.5-acre
park now has a brand new covered playground that even grown-ups will
want to play on. The firefighters-themed play area includes a 7,650 sq.
ft. rubberized safety surface; swings for our little ones; a zipline, slides,
ladders, bridges and climbers; benches along the perimeter; and a little
firehouse.
Park renovations also included newly resurfaced
tennis and basketball courts; brand new pickle ball courts; a ½ mile fitness trail with 12 exercise
stations designed for adult users of all skill levels; construction of a new gazebo; and enhancements
to the picnic shelters.
In addition to these renovations, Firefighters Park also includes an artificial turf soccer rink, a
community game room, a Firefighter Memorial, Safety Town, and a regulation sand volleyball court.
The improvements of Firefighters Park were funded in part by the Parks Bond that voters passed in
2018.
For more information about Firefighters Park, please visit margatefl.com.

Movies in the Park: The Princess and the Frog
The last movie of this season's Movies in the Park series is
on Saturday, February 22nd with Disney's "The Princess and
the Frog". The movie will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Margate
Sports Complex, 1695 Banks Road.

Sounds at Sundown

Mark your calendar! The Annual
Sounds at Sundown concert series
continues on February 1st with the
rock band Style. The free event will
take place from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
at the northwest corner of Margate
Boulevard and 441. The band will
perform from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Enjoy live music, local artists and
crafters, and a variety of food trucks.
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets,
and get ready to dance and sing the
night away.
For more information and concert
dates, please visit margatefl.com/
SoundsatSundown or call Parks and
Recreation (954) 972-6458.

In The Princess and the Frog, a prince and a princess are
transformed into frogs and seek the help of a voodoo
priestess to restore their true forms.
Movies in the Park features free outdoor movie screenings
for the entire family. Moviegoers are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and blankets. Food and beverage will be
available for purchase.
For more information, please call the Margate Parks and Recreation Department
at (954) 972-6458 or visit margatefl.com.

FREE PASS
Calypso Cove Aquatic Facility
6200 Royal Palm Boulevard
margatefl.com/CalypsoCove

This pass is good for one free entry to Calypso Cove.
Proof of Margate residency is required.

City Seeks Pledge Leaders for Meetings

Would you like your child to lead
the Pledge of Allegiance at a City
Commission Meeting? The Margate
City Commission is looking for
elementary, middle or high school
students who either live in or attend a
school in Margate to lead the Pledge
of Allegiance. Commission Meetings
are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month, and
at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the month at City Hall.
If you are interested in having your child participate, please
contact the City Clerk's Office at (954) 972-6454 or by email at
cityclerk@margatefl.com.

Home of the Month Winner

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”

Sign up for eBilling Today!

Go Green! Sign up to receive your utility bill by e-mail
at margatefl.com/ebillsignup.
eBilling allows customers to receive their utility bills
by e-mail 1-2 days sooner than mailed bills. It's
secure, convenient, and helps reduce waste.

Now Hiring! 2020 Census Jobs Available

The City of Margate is pleased to announce the Home of the
Month winner for January 2020. Congratulations to Craig and
Karen Lekutis, who live on the 6900 block of Camden Court.
Congratulations, and keep up the good work!
Home of the Month winners receive a $50 gift card and
recognition by the Margate City Commission. To enter the
Contest, visit margatefl.com/homeofthemonth.

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 884-3666
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

The United States Census Bureau is
recruiting thousands of people to
assist with the 2020 Census count.
2020 Census jobs provide great
pay, flexible hours, weekly pay, and
paid training.

Various positions are available. Applicants should
be at least 18 years old, have a valid Social Security
number, be a U.S. citizen, and have a valid email
address. If offered a job, you must pass a criminal
background check. To apply, go to 2020census.
gov/jobs or call 1-855-JOB-2020.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online
at margatefl.com

City Commission Meetings are broadcast live on
the City’s local access channel, Comcast Channel 78.
Meetings normally take place the first Wednesday
of the month beginning at 6:30 p.m. and the third
Wednesday of the month beginning at 7 p.m.
(Meeting dates are occasionally different. Please
check website for dates.)
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes,” then “Watch Live”. Can’t watch live?
Archived Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL

Follow us on Instagram at:
instagram.com/CityofMargateFL

