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A Message from Mayor Tommy Ruzzano...
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Wow! It's August and COVID-19 continues to ravish our
community. This "new normal" that the virus has created
doesn't feel normal to me at all, and I long for the days when
we can gather together for City-sponsored community
events and in-person meetings again. Until then, continue
to take the necessary precautions to "flatten the curve" wear your mask when in public, practice social distancing,
and wash your hands often.
The pandemic is all we've been focused on these last couple months, but please
don't forget we are in the middle of hurricane season. Before a storm threatens,
review your hurricane preparedness plan, take the necessary precautions to be
ready, and stock up on your hurricane supplies.
Although City buildings remain closed to the public, the work continues. We've
opened our dog park, and I hope all of our four-legged friends are enjoying it.
Entrance to the dog park is located at Firefighters Park, 2500 Rock Island Road.
The Margate Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Board approved the
2020 COVID-19 Emergency Grant Program to assist small businesses in the CRA
District that have been significantly impacted by the coronavirus. Dozens of
businesses received up to $2,000 in relief funds.
The City will be giving away 25,000 care kits to our senior citizens. The kits will
include a City-branded, reusable face mask, hand sanitizer and information
about staying safe. Stay tuned to the City's website for details on distribution.
Congratulations are in order! The Margate Police Department recently announced
the promotions of Sergeant Sean Cobban, Sergeant Chad Ryen, Lieutenant Alain
Banatte, and Lieutenant Michael Druzbik. The Finance Department was recently
honored with the Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for its budget. Congratulations to all!

Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Alarm Registration Mandatory for Residences and Businesses

Are you a business owner or resident with an alarm system in Margate? If you answered YES, keep reading.
The City of Margate Ordinance 17-129 requires all businesses and residences with alarm systems
to have valid alarm permits. Failure to complete and return the alarm application with your $25
fee (check or money order payable to the City of Margate) will result in fines or court citations for
non-permitted alarms. To download the application, go to margatefl.com/alarmregistration.
The permit holder must notify the police department of any changes in writing to: Margate Police Department Attention: Records Unit/Alarm Coordinator 5790 Margate Boulevard, Margate, FL
33063.or via email at alarms@margatefl.com. *An alarm permit cannot be transferred to another person.
Protecting your home and property by installing an alarm system will help ensure the safety of your home and business.
For those residents and business owners who install an alarm, we encourage you to maintain the operational reliability of
your system. In addition, the proper use of your system is essential in order to reduce or eliminate unnecessary police and
fire emergency responses due to false alarms and alarm malfunctions.
You can help reduce the number of false alarms by becoming familiar with what causes them and the prevention techniques that can reduce them. For any questions, please email alarms@margatefl.com or by phone at (954)935-5496.

Answers to Tough Questions about Flood Insurance
Floods can happen anywhere, not just in high risk flood
zones. And, according to the National Flood Insurance
Program, floods are the nation's most common and costly
natural disaster that cause millions of dollars in damage
every year.

The following are frequently asked questions and answers
that address the tough issues that are often asked regarding
flood insurance.
“Since I don’t live in a flood zone, I don’t need flood
insurance, right?”
Wrong. Everyone is at risk for flooding. Floods can happen
anywhere, at any time. Residents who live in and outside of
a high-risk area, also known as Special Flood Hazard Areas
(SFHAs), should know their risk and consider protection.
More than 20 percent of all flood claims are filed by people
outside of mapped high-risk areas. If you live outside of a
high-risk area, you might be eligible for the low-cost Preferred
Risk Policy (PRP), which includes coverage for your building
and its contents. People outside of high-risk flood areas filed
40% of all flood insurance claims between 2015 and 2019.
“I have flood insurance, but after a recent flood, my
personal belongings weren’t covered. Why?”
Flood insurance is available for building only, contents only
(renters take note!), and building and contents. A standard
flood policy for a building will cover structural, water heater,
and air-conditioner damage; flood debris cleanup; and floor
surface damage, such as to carpeting and tile.
However, unless you also purchase contents coverage, items
such as furniture, collectibles, clothing, jewelry and artwork
(up to $2,500), computers, electronics will not be covered.
You should talk to your insurance agent to make sure your
flood policy adequately protects your home and belongings
in the event of a flood.

With flood insurance, you can insure your home for up
to $250,000 for the building and up to $100,000 for the
contents.
If you’re a business owner, you can insure your commercial
property for up to $500,000 for the building and up to
$500,000 for the contents.
“Why should I purchase a flood insurance policy if the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) makes
disaster assistance available after a flood?”
Disaster assistance is only available if the President declares
a Federal disaster. If you qualify for disaster assistance funds,
it will most likely be a loan that must be repaid, with interest,
or a FEMA disaster grant, which is about $9,000 on average.
By comparison, the average flood insurance claim payment
in 2017 was more than $90,000. Flood insurance claims are
paid even if a disaster is not declared by the President.
Flood insurance is a surefire way to protect your home or
business, and its contents, even when it doesn’t face the
obvious risks for flooding. You can call your insurance agent
for more information, call the National Flood Insurance
Program at (877) 996-2627 or visit FloodSmart.gov to find
an agent in your area.

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”

Online Open Records Requests

Need Help? Call for Assistance
STATE OF FLORIDA CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION
HOTLINE:
(866) 779-6121 (FLDOH nurse 24/7).
BROWARD COUNTY CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE:
(954) 412-7300
AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER SENIOR HELP
LINE: (954) 745-9779

Links to Prevention and Information

Center for Disease Control and Prevention: coronavirus.gov
Broward Health: broward.floridahealth.gov
Broward County: broward.org/coronavirus
Broward County Schools:
browardschools.com/coronavirus
Reemployment Assistance Service Center: floridajobs.org
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR BUSINESSES
Funding
Programs:
sba.gov/funding-programs/disasterassistance
Disaster Loans: disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 884-3666
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

The City of Margate is improving transparency
by making government
records easily accessible
to the public. Requestors
of public information can
now submit Open Records
Requests through an online form. While other
methods for submitting requests are still
available, the City of Margate is excited to be
able to offer a more convenient option.
“The City of Margate chose JustFOIA to help
streamline the open records request process
for their citizens and improve efficiencies
within,” said City Clerk Joseph Kavanagh. “By
implementing this solution, the City now has
a smarter Public Records process that allows
our organization to be more efficient and
more transparent. Every year, the City Clerk’s
Office processes more than 800 public records
requests, and this new process will substantially
save staff time and allow our requestors to easily
obtain government records.”
To submit a request online or for more
information, go to margatefl.com/CityClerk.

Water Quality Report Now Available

AVAILABLE NOW! The City of Margate’s 2019 Water
Quality Report is now available online at margatefl.
com/ccr2019. This report contains important
information about the source and quality of your
drinking water. To have a report mailed to your home,
submit your name and address to the Department
of Environmental & Engineering Services via:
Web:
Email:
Phone:
Fax:
Mail:

margatefl.com/ccr2019
dees@margatefl.com
(954) 972-0828
(954) 978-7349
901 NW 66th Ave.
Margate, FL 33063

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL

Follow us on Instagram at:
instagram.com/CityofMargateFL

