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A Message from Mayor Tommy Ruzzano...
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It's hard to believe we are approaching the end of the year
already, and what a year it has been! One thing is for sure
- we have proven to ourselves and each other that we can
survive the most trying times and thrive through it all. As
we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, we must remember
to show gratitude for all we have - our health, families, jobs
and so much more. In this season of giving, be kind to one
another, show love to your family and friends, and remember to help those less
fortunate.
In October, the City held a "grand reopening"
celebration at Southeast Park, which was closed for
renovations for more than a year. This Parks Bond
project included the installation of a Super Bowl
grade artificial turf soccer field, a brand new soccerthemed playground with playground grass and a
shade canopy, new LED sports lighting, and a new
concession/bathroom building. Our youth soccer
leagues are now playing on our new fields, and we are thrilled! Southeast Park
is located at 655 S.W. 50th Avenue. To find out more about soccer and other
athletic programs the City offers, please go to margatefl.com/Athletics.
The City's next exciting project is the new sports field at the Margate Sports
Complex. This open-air, multi-purpose covered field will be nearly an acre in size
and used for a variety of youth sports and other events in a weather-protected
environment. This construction project is expected to be complete spring 2021.
Congratulations to everyone who won their election. We wish you much success
as you work to represent the public. I also commend everyone who ran for office
for their dedication and willingness to serve.
As the holidays approach, please remember to support our local businesses. I
wish each of you peace and joy always. Have a Happy Thanksgiving, Margate!

Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Open! Northwest Focal Point Senior Center Adult Day Care Provides Expert Care
The Northwest Focal Point Senior Center (NWFPSC) and Adult Day Care, which is
administered by the City of Margate, provides support services to older adults age 60 and over,
including special services for those with physical and/or cognitive impairments. This regional
facility is now open for adult day care services.

The Adult Day Care, which effectively reduces the rate of premature institutionalization, helps
to meet the needs of functionally-impaired elderly persons in a safe and structured social
setting. The program is available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for a minimal
fee. Financial assistance is available.
Staff includes registered nurses, certified nursing assistants, adult day care aides, recreation
leaders and an operations manager.
"We know that during this pandemic, families and caregivers have been overwhelmed with caring
for their loved ones around the clock," said Karin Diaz, Director of the NWFPSC. "Caregivers and
family members will enjoy some respite during the day while their loved ones attend our Adult
Day Care; where ADC staff provides a safe and structured environment."
Transportation is available to residents in the Cities of Margate, Coconut Creek, Coral Springs,
Lauderdale Lakes, Lauderhill, North Lauderdale, Parkland, Pompano Beach (west of the Turnpike),
Sunrise and Tamarac.
For more information about the adult daycare program, please call the Northwest Focal Point
Senior Center at (954) 973-0300.

Stay Safe at Home this Holiday Season; Cooking Fires Highest in Nov. & Dec.

This year, the holidays will be a little different. Although most of us will celebrate Thanksgiving with the traditional turkey
dinner, families will likely gather in smaller groups or host a virtual holiday dinner. Whatever you decide to do, Fire Chief
Roberto Lorenzo of the Margate-Coconut Creek Fire Rescue Department urges you to be safe - especially in the kitchen.
"Thanksgiving Day (and the day before), Christmas Day and Christmas Eve are the peak days for home cooking fires, every
year" said Chief Lorenzo. "Unattended cooking is the leading cause of cooking fires, so please stay focused and aware while
cooking. Do not leave your stove unattended for long periods of time."
The National Fire Protection Association provides the following tips to stay safe as you cook:
• Be on alert! If you are sleepy or have consumed alcohol don’t use the stove or stovetop.
• Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. If you leave the kitchen for even a short period
of time, turn off the stove.
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly, remain in the home while food is cooking, and use a
timer to remind you that you are cooking.
• Keep anything that can catch fire — oven mitts, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or curtains — away from your
stovetop.
If you have a small (grease) cooking ﬁre and decide to ﬁght the ﬁre..
•
On the stovetop, smother the flames by sliding a lid over the pan
and turning off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it is com-		
pletely cooled.
•
For an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep the door closed.
If you have any doubt about ﬁghting a small ﬁre…
•
Just get out! When you leave, close the door behind you to help 		
contain the fire.
•
Call 9-1-1 or the local emergency number from outside the home.
Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fire escape plan. When there is a
fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke alarms give you early warning
so you can get outside quickly. Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each sleeping area and on every level of the
home. For more information about preventing home fires, go to margatefl.com/fireprevention.

Year-round irrigation restrictions are mandatory in Broward County
Broward County's year-round water restrictions state, in general, NO
watering of lawns and landscapes is allowed on Monday, Tuesday, and
Fridays. Residences and businesses with an odd-numbered street address
may water lawns and landscapes on Wednesdays and/or Saturdays, only
before 10:00 a.m. or after 4:00 p.m.

Residences and businesses with an even-numbered street address, no
street address, or those who irrigate both even and odd addresses within
the same zones, which may include multi-family units and homeowners’
associations, may water lawns and landscapes on Thursdays and/or
Sundays, only before 10:00 a.m. or after 4:00 p.m.
Residences and businesses that use reclaimed water for irrigation are
allowed to water any day only before 10 a.m. or after 4:00 p.m. Special
exceptions may also apply if using a smart irrigation controller with soil moisture sensor for more than 50% of a zone. For
more information, please visit margatefl.com/waterrestrictions.

Safety is Essential for a Happy Holiday Season

It’s that time of year again. Shopping will be on most of our to-do lists for the next several weeks, and with COVID-19,
many of us will be shopping online. But, if you prefer to venture out to shop for holiday gifts, please remember criminals
will be looking for easy targets.
The Margate Police Department offers some basic tips to prevent or minimize the risk of being a victim.
• Before leaving your home, be sure to charge your cell phone and keep it on you - not in a bag.
• Keep all purses zipped and in your possession at all times.
• Do not leave a purse or a bag in a shopping cart and walk away from the cart (the primary way
wallets are stolen, and how distraction thefts occur).
• Do not display large amounts of cash when paying for merchandise.
• Be aware of your surroundings.
• Don’t let your guard down when you have to take a phone call or send a text message.
• When a vehicle is unattended, be sure to conceal valuables out of plain view and lock the vehicle.
For more information, please contact the Margate Police Department at (954) 764-HELP (4357).

Don't Panic, Be Aware

According to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission,
coyotes are here to stay, and they have
been documented in every County in
the State. Residents and businesses are
asked to take preventative measures
to reduce the presence of coyotes in
our communities: Do not feed or leave
out food for local wildlife (i.e. raccoons,
opossums, outdoor cats, etc.), keep
yard clear of fruit droppings and
secure garbage containers. Cats and
small dogs should be kept indoors at
all times and dogs should be walked on
a leash.
If you observe a coyote in your
neighborhood, please call Animal
Control at (954) 972-1232 or the
Margate Police Department at (954)
764-HELP (4357).

Know the Code: House Numbers Must be
Displayed Prominently
As a resident in the City of
Margate, you should familiarize
yourself with the City's Code
of Ordinances to ensure you
are in compliance with the law.
Here's one that some people
don't think about often but is
essential for our safety.

To help your friends and family
find your home, or in case you ever need to call on emergency
services, all residences are required (by City Code of Ordinances,
Sec. 35-14) to have address numbers clearly posted on the front
of the home. The numbers should also be in a contrasting color
(not the same color as the building) that can easily be seen. The
numbers must be at least four (4) inches high and visible from the
street or right-of-way. Address numbers for commercial properties
must be at least eight (8) inches high and must be posted on the
front and rear of the property.
To view the Code of Ordinances, go to margatefl.com.

COVID-19 Information Hotline
STATE OF FLORIDA CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION HOTLINE:
(866) 779-6121 (FLDOH nurse 24/7).
BROWARD COUNTY CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE:
(954) 412-7300
broward.org/coronavirus
AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER SENIOR HELP
LINE: (954) 745-9779

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			
911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 884-3666
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
Online Open Records Requests

The City of Margate is
improving
transparency
by making government
records easily accessible
to the public. Requestors
of public information can now submit Open
Records Requests through an online form. While
other methods for submitting requests are still
available, the City of Margate is excited to be
able to offer a more convenient option.
“The City of Margate chose JustFOIA to help
streamline the open records request process
for their citizens and improve efficiencies
within,” said City Clerk Joseph Kavanagh. “By
implementing this solution, the City now has
a smarter Public Records process that allows
our organization to be more efficient and
more transparent. Every year, the City Clerk’s
Office processes more than 800 public records
requests, and this new process will substantially
save staff time and allow our requestors to easily
obtain government records.”
To submit a request online or for more
information, go to margatefl.com/CityClerk.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online

With the COVID-19 pandemic, City Commission
Meetings continue to broadcast live on the City’s
local access channel, Comcast Channel 78, and on the
Zoom Platform. Meetings normally take place the first
Wednesday of the month and the third Wednesday
of the month. Please go to margatefl.com for dates,
times and the agenda for each meeting.
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes." There, you will find the link to access
the meeting on Zoom. Can’t watch live? Archived
Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL

Follow us on Instagram at:
instagram.com/CityofMargateFL

