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A Message from Mayor Tommy Ruzzano...

The holiday season is here, and as I reflect on 2020, I feel
a sense of gratitude for the achievements we've made
throughout the year - despite having to deal with the
COVID-19 pandemic. We broke ground on projects like the
multi-purpose field at the Margate Sports Complex, David
Park and the Winfield Boulevard Entryway Sign; we held
grand opening celebrations for Southeast Park and our dog
park at Firefighters Park, and we continue the multi-year improvement project to
upgrade the City’s water mains that will enhance water delivery, increase water
pressure, and improve water quality. We also hosted two tree giveaway events
and provided face masks and hand sanitizers for our residents. On behalf of the
City Commission, we thank you for being a part of our great City.
Have you been to the dog park lately? Last month,
we hosted a ceremony to unveil a bronze, lifesize statue of "Rex", a German Shepard Sentry
War Dog that served two tours in World War II.
The statue, which is located at the entrance of
the dog park at Firefighters Park, was donated
to the City by Eagle Scout Vincenzo Ruffino as
his Eagle Scout Project (Troop 497).
Vincenzo's grandfather, Vito Speziale, wanted to join the Navy at the beginning
of WWII, but he was too young. Instead, he donated his family dog, Rex, to
the United States Army. Vito eventually joined the Navy, and when he returned
home, he and REX were reunited. Memorializing Rex this way was Vincenzo's
grandfather's wish before he died in 2018 at age 90. The statue is a beautiful
addition to our dog park, and we thank Vincenzo for his dedication to this project.
In closing, I'd like to take this opportunity to wish the new Mayor and Vice Mayor,
Arlene Schwartz and Antonio Arserio, good luck. I'd also like to wish each of you
a wonderful holiday season and a happy new year.
Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Waste Wizard Makes Recycling Easy

Does a pizza box go in your
garbage or recycling cart? Well,
that depends. If it's clean, without
food residue, then it would go in
your recycling cart. If it's soiled
with grease, cheese or any other ingredient, then it would
go in your garbage cart.
Questions like these are easily answered using the Waste
Wizard, an online search tool that allows residents to type
in any keyword and get disposal tips. The Waste Wizard will
help you recycle, reuse and properly dispose of hundreds of
items. Go to margatefl.com/wastewizard.
Recycle right! Please remember the following recycling tips:
•
•
•
•

DO NOT bag your recyclables.
DO NOT put bagged waste in your recycling cart.
DO NOT put food waste in your recycling cart.
DO NOT put bottles with liquids in your recycling cart.

We encourage you to focus on the basics: plastic bottles
and jugs (remove caps, please), metal food and beverage
cans, paper, and cardboard. When in doubt, throw it out.

Broward County's Chip-A-Tree Program

After the holidays, donate
your used evergreen to
Broward County's Chip-a-Tree
program. The free program
requires residents to remove
all decorations from their
holiday trees (decorated trees
are not accepted), then bring
the trees to a participating
park, where they are chipped and used for landscaping.
The two parks closest to Margate are Fern Forest (201
Lyons Road, South) and Tradewinds Park (3600 W. Sample
Road). There is a limit of two trees per vehicle, artificial trees
are not accepted, and no commercial vehicles or garbage
trucks are allowed. Park entry is FREE for recyclers. For more
information, visit broward.org.

Help Protect our Water Resources;
Dispose of Landscape Waste Properly

For many of us, mowing the lawn and clearing the clippings
is a weekly chore. When you mow your lawn, it is important
to be aware that blowing your clippings into the street or
storm drains is hazardous to our water supply.
So what should you do with your
clippings? You should recycle the
clippings, which are rich in nutrients,
back on the lawn. These nutrients
will improve the health of your
lawn, but when they end up in the
stormwater drains, they become
pollutants to our bodies of water. For more information,
please visit sfwmd.gov/browardbmps.

Never Sweep or
Blow Debris into
Water Bodies or
Storm Drains

No Garbage, Recycling or Bulk/Yard
Waste Collection on December 25th

As a reminder, there will be no garbage, recycling, or bulk/
yard waste collection on Friday, December 25th. If your
household's garbage collection falls on Christmas Day,
you may place excess garbage next to your garbage cart
in personal garbage cans and/or garbage bags on your
next scheduled garbage collection day. This exception
is only for those who missed a collection day due to
the Christmas holiday, which is the only day of the year
garbage collection is suspended. For more information,
please visit margatefl.com/garbage or contact Waste
Management at (954) 974-7500.

Help Keep Our Waterways Clean
The City of Margate’s Public
Works Department maintains
approximately 27 miles of
canals with 11 highly qualified
staff. With such an extensive
canal system, staff sprays the
shore line’s / canal banks four
times a year to help control the
growth of weeds and brush.

The City's Canal Maintenance Crew are in the canals every
day, weather permitting, removing loose grass and aquatic
surface vegetation with harvesters. Three times a year they
remove any weeds that grow beneath the surface of the
water to help control the growth of hydrilla and hygrophila
weeds.
On any given day, the Public Works Department receives
calls about broken branches and fallen trees in the canals,
which are added to the schedule for removal.
In order to maintain all of our canals, the Department needs
your help. Below are several ways residents can help keep
our canals and lakes beautiful.
If you have a canal or lake behind your home, please:
• Maintain your property’s existing slopes away from
canals.
• Do not blow your grass clippings into the canal.
• Do not allow your trees or bushes to grow out over the
water.
• Do not throw palm fronds, coconuts or tree branches
into the canal.
Once a year the Department releases approximately 1,000
to 1,500 Grass Carp in the canals and lakes. These fish help
control the growth of various aquatic vegetation by eating
the weeds. For this reason, you should never pour chemicals
into the canals.
Let's work together to keep our waterways clean and
beautiful. For more information, call (954) 972-8126.

Code Compliance Helps Beautify Neighborhoods

The Margate Police Department’s Code Compliance Division plays an integral role in the City’s beauty - working every
day to ensure a comfortable, safe and clean environment is available to all Margate residents. The Code Compliance Team
addresses a wide range of neighborhood issues - from illegally parked commercial vehicles to property maintenance and
animal concerns. Here are some City rules you should follow:
1. Boats, recreational vehicles, trailers and other such vehicles are permitted
to be parked in a residential neighborhood as long as they are parked in
backyards, on the side of a house, or in the driveway or any area constructed
and permitted by the Building Department. These vehicles should not be
parked on the grass, in the street, or on the sidewalk or right-of-way.
2. Pick up after your dog! Being a good neighbor by cleaning up after your pet
is not just a good idea, it’s the law!
3. Dogs are not allowed to roam freely. Not everyone is a lover of your best
friend, so please keep your dog on a leash.

4. Maintain your yard. Nothing enhances the beauty of a community and
promotes increased property values as much as a well-maintained home
and yard. Land owners are responsible for not only mowing and maintaining
their property, but also the abutting rights-of-way, swales and canal banks.
Lawns must be maintained at less than 6 inches in height. Hedges must be
maintained at a height not exceeding 6 feet. And, low hanging tree branches,
that are less than 14 feet above the road or 8 feet above the sidewalk, must
be removed.

Do not park boats or other vehicles on the grass

Exterior structures must be in good repair

5. Swimming pools must be maintained in a sanitary condition at all times
and your yard should be fenced or a screened in pool deck. There is no
better way to beat the Margate heat than with a dip in the family pool, so
please keep your pool clean and safe at all times.

6. Get a building permit BEFORE you begin construction on your home.
A building permit is required to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move or
demolish any building, structure, or any part thereof; or change the occupancy
of a building from one group to another; or to install or alter any equipment.
To download a permit application, visit the City’s website at margatefl.com.

7. Storing abandoned or inoperable vehicles on your property, on the street,
in alleys or right-of-way, is against the law. Vehicles without a valid tag and
registration must be stored in a carport or garage. The truck shown here is
considered unregistered because there is no tag attached.
8.

Pools must be clean and enclosed

Every person engaging in, or managing a business within the City, including a
home-based business, is required to have a Local Business Tax Receipt.

For more information, call the Margate Police Department’s Code Compliance
Division at (954) 972-1232. To report code violations, visit margatefl.com/
reportaconcern.

Winter Holiday Safety from MCCFD

The annual family gatherings that usually take place in
December won't look or feel the same this year. But, we can
still look forward to the festive holiday decorations.
The Margate-Coconut Creek Fire Rescue Department urges
you to be careful
with your holiday
decorations
and
offers the following
tips to ensure a
happy and firesafe holiday season
(provided by nfpa.
org/education):

•
•
•

Vehicles must have a valid tag attached

Choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame
retardant.
Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things
that can burn.
Replace any string lights with worn or broken cords.

According to the National Fire Prevention Association,
more than one-third of home decoration fires are started
by candles. Remember to blow out lit candles when you
leave the room or go to bed. Turn off all light strings and
decorations before leaving home or going to bed.
For more safety tips and fire prevention information, please
visit the Margate-Coconut Creek Fire Rescue Department
website at margatefl.com/fireprevention.

Household Hazardous Waste & Electronics
Collection to be Held in January

City of Margate residents can
properly dispose of their household
hazardous waste and old electronics
at the City of Margate and Broward
County’s Household Hazardous
Waste and Electronics Collection
Event. At press-time, a date was not
confirmed for this event, so please visit margatefl.com/HHW
for more information including date, time and location.
Items accepted at the collection event include household
chemicals, cleaning solutions, aerosols, paint, oil, solvents,
pesticides, herbicides, pool chemicals, vehicle fluids, mercury
thermometers, propane tanks, fire extinguishers, fluorescent
bulbs, compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs), TVs, computers,
monitors, printers, fax machines, cell phones, home phones, wire,
DVD players, rechargeable batteries, and tires (limit 4).
For more information, please contact the Department of
Environmental and Engineering Services at (954) 972-0828 or
visit margatefl.com/HHW.

COVID-19 Information Hotline
STATE OF FLORIDA CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION HOTLINE:
(866) 779-6121 (FLDOH nurse 24/7).

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
Online Open Records Requests

The City of Margate is
improving transparency by
making government records
easily accessible to the
public. Requestors of public
information can now submit Open Records Requests
through an online form. While other methods for
submitting requests are still available, the City
of Margate is excited to be able to offer a more
convenient option.
“The City of Margate chose JustFOIA to help
streamline the open records request process for
their citizens and improve efficiencies within,” said
City Clerk Joseph Kavanagh. “By implementing this
solution, the City now has a smarter Public Records
process that allows our organization to be more
efficient and more transparent. Every year, the City
Clerk’s Office processes more than 800 public records
requests, and this new process will substantially save
staff time and allow our requestors to easily obtain
government records.”

BROWARD COUNTY CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE:
(954) 412-7300
broward.org/coronavirus

To submit a request online or for more information,
go to margatefl.com/CityClerk.

AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER SENIOR HELP
LINE: (954) 745-9779

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 884-3666
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

With the COVID-19 pandemic, City Commission
Meetings continue to broadcast live on the City’s
local access channel, Comcast Channel 78, and on the
Zoom Platform. Meetings normally take place the first
Wednesday of the month and the third Wednesday
of the month. Please go to margatefl.com for dates,
times and the agenda for each meeting.
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes." There, you will find the link to access
the meeting on Zoom. Can’t watch live? Archived
Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL

Follow us on Instagram at:
instagram.com/CityofMargateFL

