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Happy New Year Margate! I welcome in 2021 with my first
message to you as Mayor, a distinction I am honored to have
been unanimously given by my fellow City Commissioners. My
personal thanks to outgoing Mayor Tommy Ruzzano for his
leadership during the most difficult time in Margate’s history.
Congratulations to incoming Vice Mayor Antonio Arserio who
will also be representing the City as a voting member on the
Broward County’s Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).
Thank you to Commissioner Simone for her previous service on
that board. Congratulations to Clerk Coordinator, Theresa Jones, an 18 year employee and
the first recipient of the Mayor’s Employee of the Year Award. A well-deserved honor for an
employee who works behind the scenes to ensure that the Clerk’s office operates smoothly
and efficiently! Finally, many thanks to all of you who helped light up Margate with your
holiday decorations. It was much appreciated!
I think I speak for all of us when I say that 2020 has been one of the most challenging years
in our nation’s history bringing both a record-breaking hurricane season and unspeakable
suffering and tragedy that have touched each and every one of us and shall forever be
associated with the COVID-19 global pandemic. I am incredibly proud of the dedication
and resilience of our employees and the commitment of my colleagues to continue moving
Margate forward, providing excellent service, regardless of the constraints imposed by
COVID-19.
As Americans, we enter 2021 looking toward the future with a sense of renewed hope,
recognizing that there is definitely a light at the end of the tunnel and a real possibility
of life returning to some semblance of normalcy. We are both hopeful and excited about
the upcoming COVID-19 vaccinations of our most vulnerable and our essential workers.
While we have all had to make major adjustments in our everyday lives and the way we
do business, please know that your City continues to work for you. Although City Hall is
physically closed to protect the health and safety of our employees, the City is operating at
100% capacity and staff is merely a phone call away.
Great News! Effective January, 2021, the City’s police department lobby will be staffed 24/7
with tele-communications staff able to directly assist residents, as well as, better support
our police officers as they respond to calls. In addition, Margate will be launching its first
ever city-wide resident survey to gauge how well you feel the City is performing to meet
your needs and to gather input on what you think we can do to better serve you. Don’t
forget that our parks are open for you to enjoy the great Florida weather. Please remember
to practice safe social distancing and continue to wear your masks. Stay Safe and Be Well!

Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Waste Wizard Makes Recycling Easy

The holidays are now over, but that
doesn’t necessarily mean the gift
boxes or wrapping paper are gone!
Not sure what you can recycle?
We’ve got the answer!

Questions like these are easily answered using the Waste
Wizard, an online search tool that allows residents to type
in any keyword and get disposal tips. The Waste Wizard will
help you recycle, reuse and properly dispose of hundreds of
items. So, where is this waste wizard? Visit margatefl.com/
wastewizard. Not sure what items go into the recycling cart
or the garbage cart? Try our Waste Wizard and get smart
choosing the right cart!
Recycle right! Please remember the following recycling tips:
•
DO NOT bag your recyclables.
•
DO NOT put bagged waste in your recycling cart.
•
DO NOT put food waste in your recycling cart.
•
DO NOT put bottles with liquids in your recycling
cart.
We encourage you to focus on the basics: plastic bottles
and jugs (remove caps, please), metal food and beverage
cans, paper, and cardboard. When in doubt, throw it out.

Fire Rescue Safety Breifing

With a New Year here, it’s a great time to plan
ahead! If a fire breaks out in your home, you
may have only a few minutes to get out safely
once the smoke alarm sounds. Everyone
needs to know what to do and where to go if
there is a fire. Follow the following safety tips:
Make a home escape plan. Draw a map of your home
showing all doors and windows. Discuss the plan with
everyone in your home.

Know at least two ways out of every room, if possible.
Make sure all doors and windows leading outside
open easily.

Message from NW Focal Point Senior Center

Broward County's Chip-A-Tree Program

After the holidays, donate
your used evergreen to
Broward County's Chip-a-Tree
program. The free program
requires residents to remove
all decorations from their
holiday trees (decorated trees
are not accepted), then bring
the trees to a participating
park, where they are chipped and used for landscaping.
The two parks closest to Margate are Fern Forest (201
Lyons Road, South) and Tradewinds Park (3600 W. Sample
Road). There is a limit of two trees per vehicle, artificial trees
are not accepted, and no commercial vehicles or garbage
trucks are allowed. Park entry is FREE for recyclers. For more
information, visit broward.org. This event ends January 18,

Parks and Recreation Improvement Projects

This has been an exciting year for Parks and Recreation,
we have completed five major park improvement and
beautification projects. Including updating the turf fields
to high quality grade artificial turf at SouthEast Park (see
before & after below). For a list of City parks and updates on
park projects, please visit margatefl.com/parks.
SouthEast Park Before & After

The Northwest Focal Point Senior and Adult Day Care Center
staff would like encourage the community to share time
or goods with a neighbor, a friend, an elderly, a homeless.
May this difficult year bring the best out of us and
be compassionate. How do we do this respecting social
distancing protocol?
We can call, chat and listen to a friend or we can prepare a
meal for somebody who lives alone or donate goods, such
as nonperishable items, or clothing such as a pair or two of
socks or a sweater.
This time of the year you may feel the blues because you
are alone or your loved ones are far away. Keep active
volunteering or through the array of virtual activities the
Northwest Focal Point Senior Center offers, including
counseling services. Call us at 954-973-0300 to find out
more about how you can become part of our family. The
only requirement is to be 60 years of age or older.
Life changes when you change your attitude towards
life.
Wishing all Happy Holidays and a New Year filled with
Hope, Health, Compassion and Love.

Margate Police Department - New Year’s Safety Tips to Keep in Mind for 2021

Happy 2021! As the holiday season has ended and we are getting back into the groove, many of us have made resolutions
to help make 2021 our best year yet. While these resolutions tend to center around well-being, such as getting fit or
spending more time with friends and family, which are both very important, few of us take the time to think about safety.
How can we make more of an effort to ensure we are safeguarding ourselves from current fraud trends? How can we
protect our property? Keep Reading!

MPD 3-Step Routine
By performing these 3 simple steps – every single time you exit your vehicle - day or night, you will significantly reduce the
chances of your vehicle becoming a target of vehicle burglary.
1.

Remove all valuables from your vehicle.

2.

Ensure all vehicle doors and windows are closed, including your sun roof.

3.

Ensure your vehicle doors are locked.
Home Safety Tips
• Make sure you are locking your doors and windows that lead to the outside of
your home.
• Make sure your Wi-Fi access has a password that is difficult for someone to try
to guess.
• Teach your children the importance of not opening the front door, no matter
who it is and to always get a parent or guardian before opening it.
• Do not open the door for unscheduled utility work or for any type of vendor.
Suspicious activity? Call the Margate Police Department immediately at any time of
day or night and let us identify them for you.

Vacation Watch
Are you planning on leaving your “home alone” for a vacation, but don’t have anyone to stop by to check on things? If so,
the Margate Police Department has got you covered. MPD offers a FREE Vacation Watch Program for residents who plan
to leave their homes for an extended period of time.
Robocalls
A robocall is a phone call that uses a computerized auto
dialer to deliver a pre-recorded message, as if from a robot.
Many scammers are using this technology to trick people
into giving up their personal information.
•
•
•

DO NOT answer calls from unknown numbers. The FCC
recommends letting them go to voicemail.
DO NOT press any keys or say anything in response to
a prerecorded message. This lets scammers know yours
is a working number and will lead to more spam calls.
DO NOT follow instructions to “speak to a live operator.”
This will likely transfer you to a call center for an
aggressive sales pitch or a phishing expedition.

•

DO NOT judge a call by caller ID alone. Scammers mask
their location by tricking your phone into displaying
a legitimate government or corporate number, or
one similar to your own (a practice called “neighbor
spoofing”).
If you have any questions about the information provided
above, please feel free to contact an officer from our
Community Relations Unit at communityrelationsunit@
margatefl.com or at (954) 935-5497.

Household Hazardous Waste & Electronics
Collection Event Has Been Postponed

City of Margate residents can
properly dispose of their household
hazardous waste and old electronics
at the City of Margate and Broward
County’s Household Hazardous
Waste and Electronics Collection
Event. Event date, time and location
to be announced, so please visit margatefl.com/HHW for more
information.
Items accepted at the collection event include household
chemicals, cleaning solutions, aerosols, paint, oil, solvents,
pesticides, herbicides, pool chemicals, vehicle fluids, mercury
thermometers, propane tanks, fire extinguishers, fluorescent
bulbs, compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs), TVs, computers,
monitors, printers, fax machines, cell phones, home phones, wire,
DVD players, rechargeable batteries, and tires (limit 4).
For more information, please contact the Department of
Environmental and Engineering Services at (954) 972-0828 or
visit margatefl.com/HHW.

COVID-19 Information Hotline
STATE OF FLORIDA CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION HOTLINE:
(866) 779-6121 (FLDOH nurse 24/7).
BROWARD COUNTY CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE:
(954) 412-7300
broward.org/coronavirus
AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER SENIOR HELP
LINE: (954) 745-9779

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 884-3666
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
Online Open Records Requests

The City of Margate is
improving transparency by
making government records
easily accessible to the
public. Requestors of public
information can now submit Open Records Requests
through an online form. While other methods for
submitting requests are still available, the City
of Margate is excited to be able to offer a more
convenient option.
“The City of Margate chose JustFOIA to help
streamline the open records request process for
their citizens and improve efficiencies within,” said
City Clerk Joseph Kavanagh. “By implementing this
solution, the City now has a smarter Public Records
process that allows our organization to be more
efficient and more transparent. Every year, the City
Clerk’s Office processes more than 800 public records
requests, and this new process will substantially save
staff time and allow our requestors to easily obtain
government records.”
To submit a request online or for more information,
go to margatefl.com/CityClerk.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online

With the COVID-19 pandemic, City Commission
Meetings continue to broadcast live on the City’s
local access channel, Comcast Channel 78, and on the
Zoom Platform. Meetings normally take place the first
Wednesday of the month and the third Wednesday
of the month. Please go to margatefl.com for dates,
times and the agenda for each meeting.
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes." There, you will find the link to access
the meeting on Zoom. Can’t watch live? Archived
Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Instagram at:
instagram.com/CityofMargateFL

