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On Feb. 14, 2021, at 5:30 p.m., the Margate Police Department,
joined by members of the City Commission, the clergy and
the community, hosted a Day of Love and Remembrance at
the Margate Sports Complex to honor the 17 beautiful souls
whose lives were brutally cut short three years ago at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School. We were honored to have
Hunter Pollack as our guest speaker. Hunter, a law student
at Nova Southeastern University, has become a vocal school
safety activist as a result of the senseless killing of innocent
school children and faculty that took the life of his younger
sister, Meadow. Bill Kapri, also known in the music world as
rapper “Kodak Black” and a favorite of Meadow’s, made a surprise visit to announce that
he was funding a college scholarship in her name.
Special thanks to Margate Police Officer Lauren Liptak, who performed her own rendition
of Shine, originally written and sung by MSD students Andrea Peña and Sawyer Garrity.
At the close of the ceremony, 17 individual candles were lit in remembrance of each life
lost too soon to unspeakable, senseless violence.
City Introduces Everbridge® and MargateCares Alerts
The City of Margate is proud to launch Everbridge®, a citizen notification system
designed to share information with the community such as road closures, emergency
and non-emergency related events, severe weather information and more. Everbridge®
is replacing Code Red. Residents, businesses and interested parties can receive “Margate
Cares ALERTS”.
The success of Everbridge® relies on your participation. Having your latest contact
information ensures that we can reach you in an emergency. Please sign up, log in, create
a profile and set your alerts. It only takes about a minute to enroll. Visit the City’s website
at margatefl.com/MargateCaresAlerts or call 954-972-7111 for more information/
assistance on registering. Don’t worry, your personal information will never be sold or
shared with any third-party organization.
Special thanks to Nava and Richard Fields who donated over 700 plants and trees to the
City to aid in our beautification efforts and to Bruce Van Der Meulen who along with Vice
Mayor Arserio spent endless hours selecting and removing the plants from the Fields’
nursery.
Finally, for those of you who have asked about our annual March Spring Cleaning Event,
the Parks and Recreation Department is currently working on a plan that will enable
residents to safely congregate and sell their wares. As soon as updates are available they
will be posted on the City’s website and the new Margate Cares ALERTS. STAY SAFE AND
BE WELL!

Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Sign Up Now for Safety Alerts

We are proud to announce that the
City of Margate is now providing
all
emergency
notifications
through the Everbridge Alert
System. We have transitioned
from the Code Red system to a
new and improved platform that
will keep our community safe and
informed — with real-time alerts
about hurricane and weather updates to traffic incidents,
city events, COVID-19 Testing/Vaccination notifications,
and much more. Stay “in the know” by registering now
at margatefl.com/MargateCaresAlerts. If you have
any questions, please contact 954-972-7111 or email
MargateCaresAlert@margatefl.com.

In-Person Programs Now Available for
Seniors

In addition to the many virtual classes the Northwest Focal
Point Senior Center has been offering for the past months
to keep our seniors active and engaged, the Center is now
open for in-person programs. Activities are free to seniors
ages 60 and older who are registered at the Center.
A tax-deductible donation of $25 is suggested for
participants. Register today — there is a current limit of
five participants per activity. To register and for more
information, please contact 954-973-0300. The Northwest
Focal Point Senior Center is located at 6009 NW 10th Street.
In-person senior programs now available:
• Mondays: Arts and Crafts.
• Tuesdays: Wii Bowling Practice, Live Entertainment.
• Wednesdays: Line Dancing, Bingo Live, Story-Telling Book
Club.
• Thursdays: Arts and Crafts, Domino Club, Wii Bowling.

Enjoy Our Margate Parks, Safely

The City of Margate offers an array of parks facilities where
you can get active and fit, or enjoy a moment of relaxation.
Playgrounds and outdoor open spaces are currently open —
and while visiting our parks, it is essential to remember CDC
guidelines to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.
For your safety, park staff is taking measures to sanitize
playgrounds daily. So, while enjoying the many benefits
our parks provide, like improving your physical health by
walking or jogging or simply de-stress, we ask that you do
your part to keep our community safe. Please remember to
wear a mask, stay at least six feet of distance from others,
and wash your hands often. Stay safe, play safe.

About the Annual Water Quality Report

Are you curious about the quality of your drinking water in
Margate? Beginning June 30, 2021, you can view the City of
Margate’s 2020 Water Quality Report online at margatefl.
com/ccr2020. This report contains important information
about the source and quality of your drinking water. To
have a report mailed to your home, visit margatefl.com/
ccr2020 and complete a fillable form to submit your contact
information. You can also send an email to deesadmin@
margatefl.com with your name/address or call 954-9720828.

Coming soon:
• The Center will restart transportation to grocery stores on
Mondays and Thursdays at no cost.
• Exercise classes: Stretch and Balance, Zumba Gold.
Stay tuned for details to come. To view a list of free virtual
programming for seniors, visit www.margatefl.com.

In Memoriam

Former Margate Mayor, Vice
Mayor, and Commissioner
Joe Varsallone passed away
on Feb. 8. First elected as a
Commissioner in 1985, he
served the City he dearly loved
for 28 years. His service to the
City of Margate will never be
forgotten.
Accomplished jazz trumpeter and Northwest Focal Point
Senior Center Big Band Leader Paul Cohen also passed
away on Feb. 8. The Center’s Multipurpose Room was
named after him in recognition of his more than 20 years of
providing musical joy to our City seniors.

Slow Down: We Love Our Children

The Margate Public Works Department is installing speed cushions and road signage on streets to reduce traffic speed and
protect our young pedestrians. These traffic calming measures are coming to the following streets adjacent to Atlantic West
Elementary School: NW 1st Street, NW 69 Terrace, and NW 4th Court.
Additional locations for upcoming speed cushions are Maple Drive from Atlantic Blvd. to NW 9th Street, NW 66th Avenue
from Atlantic Blvd. to Margate Blvd., and NW 18th Street from NW 66th Avenue to West River Drive. If you would like
to know if your street qualifies for speed cushions as part of the initial process, please contact the Margate Police nonemergency number at 954-972-7111.

Tips to Prevent Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

The City of Margate has an ISO Class 1 Fire Department dedicated
to your safety year-round, especially at home. That is why they
recommend having a smoke alarm and a carbon monoxide detector
at your home.
Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odorless, colorless gas created
when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and
methane) burn incompletely. Each year, carbon monoxide poisoning
claims approximately 480 lives nationwide and sends another 15,200
people to hospital emergency rooms for treatment. A small amount
of CO can poison a person over a more extended time or by a large
amount of CO over a shorter time.
Here are some tips to prevent CO poisoning:
• Install a carbon monoxide (CO) alarm called detectors in the 		
hallway of your home near sleeping areas. Avoid corners where air
does not circulate.
• Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to test the CO alarm every
month.
• Do not use a CO alarm in place of a smoke alarm. Have both.
• Before buying a CO alarm, check to make sure it is listed with Underwriter’s Laboratories standard 2034, or if there is
information in the owner’s manual that says it meets IAS 6-96 requirements.
• Only burn charcoal outdoors, never inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.
• Always make sure to turn off any gas-powered engine, even if the garage door is open.
• Do not use gas appliances such as ranges, ovens, or clothes dryers for heating your home.
• Know the symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning: headache, dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting, sleepiness, and
confusion. If you suspect CO poisoning, get to fresh air immediately, and then call 9-1-1.
• Treat the alarm signal as a real emergency each time. If the alarm sounds and you are not experiencing any symptoms
described above, press the reset button. If the alarm continues to sound, call the fire department.
For additional information, visit www.redcross.org/homefires.

Celebrating Women’s History Month

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
Online Open Records Requests

In March, the City of Margate joins the national celebration of
Women’s History Month to honor the many contributions of
influential women who have played a significant role in the City’s
history.
Currently serving in the Margate City Commission are Mayor
Arlene R. Schwartz and Commissioner Joanne Simone, who are
an inspiration to many other women leaders.
Thank you to all the extraordinary women who have served the
Margate community with distinction and pride throughout the
years.

COVID-19 Information Hotline
STATE OF FLORIDA CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION HOTLINE:
(866) 779-6121 (FLDOH nurse 24/7).
BROWARD COUNTY CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE:
(954) 412-7300
broward.org/coronavirus
AGING & DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER SENIOR HELP LINE:
(954) 745-9779

At Your Fingertips...

Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				(954) 972-0828
Development Services		
(954) 979-6213
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 884-3666
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
Publication and distribution of this newsletter made possible by the
Margate City Commission

The City of Margate is improving transparency by
making government records easily accessible to the
public. Requestors of public information can now
submit Open Records Requests through an online
form. While other methods for submitting requests
are still available, the City of Margate is excited to be
able to offer a more convenient option.
“The City of Margate chose JustFOIA to help
streamline the open records request process for
their citizens and improve efficiencies within,” said
City Clerk Joseph Kavanagh. “By implementing this
solution, the City now has a smarter Public Records
process that allows our organization to be more
efficient and more transparent. Every year, the City
Clerk’s Office processes more than 800 public records
requests, and this new process will substantially save
staff time and allow our requestors to easily obtain
government records.”
To submit a request online or for more information,
go to margatefl.com/CityClerk.

City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online

With the COVID-19 pandemic, City Commission
Meetings continue to broadcast live on the City’s
local access channel, Comcast Channel 78, and on
the Zoom Platform. Meetings normally take place
the first and third Wednesday of the month. Please
visit margatefl.com for dates, times and the agenda
for each meeting.
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes." There, you will find the link to access
the meeting on Zoom. Can’t watch live? Archived
Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...

Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City's Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL

Follow us on Instagram at:
instagram.com/CityofMargateFL

