






























































































HOUSING ELEMENT 
 

GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 
 
Goal To achieve a housing supply that offers a range of residential unit styles 
and prices for homeowners and renters of all household income levels. 
 
Objective 1  To insure adequate community infrastructure and essential services 
to meet the need of new housing development. 
 
Policy 1.1   The capacity of existing infrastructure and essential services should 
be examined and future improvements planned, through the Capital 
Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan, in order to meet anticipated 
needs of future housing development. 
 
Policy 1.2   Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning should be permitted in 
residential areas delineated of the Future Land Use Map in order to promote 
mixed-use projects that provide adequate utilities, roads and open space.  This 
policy shall be implemented consistent with the requirements of Section 
163.3202(1), Florida Statutes governing land development regulations.  
 
Policy 1.3   Mixed use development should be encouraged in the Transit 
Oriented Corridor, including residential units to facilitate development with access 
to multiple modes of transportation.   
 
Policy 1.4 Impact fees and development agreements should be used as a means 
of funding the required infrastructure for housing in the City. 
 
Policy 1.5 The City should provide the supporting infrastructure and public 
facilities necessary for development of housing for very-low, low and moderate 
income families, group homes and foster care facilities. 
 
Objective 2  To facilitate production of adequate and affordable housing for the 
existing population and anticipated population growth, including very-low, low 
and moderate income families and first time home buyers. 
 
Policy 2.1  The efficiency of regulatory and permitting processes should be 
evaluated annually and any improvements deemed necessary should be 
implemented in the following year. 
 
Policy 2.2  The characteristics of new housing development within planned 
residential districts identified on the Future Land Use Map should be monitored 
annually to insure that the resulting mix of housing unit types, densities, and price 
and rent levels meets the housing needs of the City’s existing and future 
population of all incomes.   
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Policy 2.3  The construction of affordable housing should continue to be 
encouraged through subdivision and zoning regulation provisions that allow small 
–lot subdivision and zero-lot line development of residential property, as well as 
permitting residential dwelling units in mixed use developments within the Transit 
Oriented Corridor.    
 
Policy 2.4  Fifteen percent of all dwelling units within the Transit Oriented 
Corridor shall be provided as affordable housing per policy 13.3 of Element I – 
Future Land Use, of this Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Policy 2.5  All existing and future affordable housing units, including mobile 
homes, should be in compliance with the most current version of all applicable 
codes to ensure safe and sanitary conditions.   
 
Policy 2.6 Building products and approaches that reduce construction costs, such 
as component prefabrication and cost-efficient energy conservation methods, 
should continue to be allowed by the building codes in order to facilitate 
construction of affordable housing.   
 
Policy 2.7  The City should continue to participate in and contribute its population 
to the Broward County Community Development Block Grant Program as part of 
a county-wide strategy to provide for low income housing. 
 
Policy 2.8  The City should continue to participate in the State Housing Initiative 
Program (SHIP) and First Time Homebuyers program as a means of preserving 
the integrity of the existing affordable housing stock and addressing the 
affordability gap and safe and sanitary housing needs in the City.   
 
Policy 2.9  The City should consider new and innovative housing programs and 
partnerships with other agencies and private entities for the provision of 
affordable housing and should implement those deemed advantageous and 
feasible.  Such programs shall include, but not be limited to, financing/mortgage 
programs, density bonuses, public-private housing partnerships, and employer-
generated programs.   
 
Policy 2.10 The City should participate in any county-wide or regional program 
developed which provides a mechanism through which municipalities can 
participate directly or indirectly in the provision of low income housing within the 
region. 
 
Policy 2.11  Existing federal, state or local housing subsidy programs that will aid 
the financing and construction of low income housing in Margate, consistent with 
the desired community character, should be given full consideration as a means 
for the City to achieve a full range of housing opportunities. 
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Policy 2.12  The City should improve coordination among participants involved in 
housing production by providing information, technical assistance and incentives 
to the private and non-profit sectors and by establishing local government 
partnerships with the private and non-profit sectors.   
 
Policy 2.13  The City shall coordinate with the CRA to encourage the 
establishment of community based non-profit organizations to promote the 
creation of affordable housing.  Such organizations shall include, but not be 
limited to, Community Development Corporations, Community Development 
Financial Institutions, and Community Land Trusts.   
 
Policy 2.14  The City shall coordinate with the CRA to formulate programs to 
assist implementing LEED principles, prevent foreclosures, establish homebuyer 
assistance programs, and provide façade-type improvements.   
 
Objective 3 To insure that new housing in Margate will be compatible with the 
desired community character as set forth on the Future Land Use Map. 
 
Policy 3.1 The Margate Zoning Map and zoning regulations should be consistent 
with the Future Land Use Map and Future Land Use Element.  This policy shall 
be implemented consistent with the requirements of Section 163.3202(1), Florida 
Statutes governing land development regulations.   
 
Policy 3.2 The City’s planning, zoning and building officials should continue to 
work with developers from the inception of a housing development to insure its 
consistency with the Future Land Use Map. 
 
Policy 3.3 New housing proposals should be carefully examined to insure their 
compatibility with existing natural resources. 
 
Objective 4 To insure adequate sites in residential areas for group homes and 
foster care facilities licensed by the Florida Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Service and for rural and farm worker households.   
 
Policy 4.1 Group homes and foster care facilities that are licensed or funded by 
the HRS should continue to be permitted within multiple-family residential 
districts throughout the City. 
 
Policy 4.2 The City should establish non-discriminatory standards and criteria 
addressing the location of rural and farm worker households. 
 
Objective 5 To formulate by 1992 local government housing implementation 
programs to expand housing opportunities. 
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Policy 5.1 The City should meet with federally-chartered financial institutions to 
coordinate housing financial programs established pursuant to the Community 
Reinvestment Act. 
 
Goal To assure that all citizens have decent, safe and sanitary housing in 
neighborhood environments that are attractive, secure and free from urban blight. 
 
Objective 6 To maintain the integrity and quality of existing residential 
neighborhoods and protect future residential areas from blighting influences, 
through residential conservation activities. 
 
Policy 6.1 Facilities that have been accepted for public maintenance, such as 
street paving, sidewalks and other physical improvements, should be regularly 
maintained by the City. 
 
Policy 6.2 The residential neighborhoods of the City should continue to be 
monitored periodically and any areas in need of conservation activities identified, 
based on the criteria set forth in the Housing Conditions Inventory. 
 
Policy 6.3 Single-family and multiple-family areas designated for residential 
conservation should be regularly inspected and building and other land 
development codes enforced in order to prevent further deterioration of housing 
conditions.  This policy shall be implemented consistent with the requirements of 
Section 163.3202(1), Florida Statutes governing land development regulations. 
 
Policy 6.4 Future residential areas should be buffered from the adverse visual 
and noise and other impacts of incompatible nonresidential activities.  The need 
for buffering should be identified through site plan review and approval 
procedures established as part of the City’s revised land development 
regulations.  This policy shall be implemented consistent with the requirements of 
Section 163.3202(1), Florida Statutes governing land development regulations. 
 
Policy 6.5 The City should utilize the opportunities provided by the Safe 
Neighborhoods Act of 1987 to organize property owner’s associations in 
neighborhoods where conservation is needed and where there are not now in 
existence property owners’ groups to help effect property and neighborhood 
improvement.   
 
Policy 6.6 Concurrent with the update of the City’s land development codes, the 
City should require the utilization of crime prevention through environmental 
design techniques for all new housing construction and renovations of existing 
housing stock.  This policy shall be implemented consistent with the 
requirements of Section 163.3202(1), Florida Statutes governing land 
development regulations. 
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Objective 7 To eliminate any substandard housing conditions where they are 
found, through residential rehabilitation and demolition activities.  Existing 
substandard conditions identified in the 1990 Comprehensive Plan should be 
eliminated within one year of the adoption of land development codes consistent 
with the plan’s goals, objectives and policies. 
 
Policy 7.1 Inspection and enforcement of building and other land development 
codes should be increased in single-family and multiple-family areas designated 
fro residential rehabilitation.  Violators should be cited and given a reasonable 
time period in which to correct violations.  This policy shall be implemented 
consistent with the requirements of Section 163.3202(1), Florida Statutes 
governing land development regulations. 
 
Policy 7.2 The residential neighborhoods of the City should continue to be 
monitored periodically and any areas in need of rehabilitation activities identified, 
based on the criteria set forth in the Housing Conditions Inventory.   
 
Policy 7.3 Consideration should be given to incorporating housing or community 
appearance codes into the City’s integrated land development code in order to 
insure proper maintenance of residential properties in the future.  This policy 
shall be implemented consistent with the regulations of Section 163.3202(1), 
Florida Statutes governing land development regulations. 
 
Policy 7.4 Dilapidated housing units that do not provide safe and adequate 
shelter and that are considered to be beyond rehabilitation should be removed. 
 
Objective 8  To identify and preserve for residential use any historically 
significant housing located within the City.   
 
Policy 8.1 The City should establish and incorporate into its land development 
regulations standards for identification and designation of historically significant 
housing.  Such standards should be consistent with federal eligibility standards 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and with state eligibility 
standards for listing on the Florida Master Site File.  This policy shall be 
implemented consistent with the requirements of Section 163.3202(1), Florida 
Statutes. 
 
Policy 8.2 The City should conduct periodic housing surveys using standards 
established pursuant to Policy 8.1 above in order to identify historically significant 
housing that may be eligible for federal or state listing as historically significant. 
 
Policy 8.3 The City should assist the rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of 
historically significant housing by assisting property owners of historically 
significant housing in applying for and utilizing state and federal assistance 
programs. 
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Objective 9 To provide uniform and equitable treatment for person and 
businesses displaced by state and local government programs consistent with 
Section 421.55, Florida Statutes. 
 
Policy 9.1 The City should assure that reasonably located, standard housing is 
available to persons displaced through public action, prior to their displacement.   
 
Objective 10 The City shall encourage energy efficient design and construction in 
the creation of housing, including the use of renewable energy resources which 
may be redevelopment projects or on lands owned by the City or CRA. 
 
Policy 10.1 The City shall promote housing projects throughout the City which 
use energy conservation principles. 
 
Policy 10.2 The City shall promote new housing projects which contain compact 
building design principles, mixed use, medium to high densities, promote 
pedestrian activity and support multi-modal transportation options. 
 
Policy 10.3 The City shall promote housing projects throughout the City which 
use renewable energy resources in construction, reduce public infrastructure 
costs and reduce impacts on natural resources.   
 
Policy 10.4 The City shall encourage developers to comply with green 
certification standards found within Florida Green Building Coalition, US Green 
Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) or 
other acceptable environmental, and commercial building standards, which 
generally include the following: 
 

1. Community/Neighborhood - use of compact building design; energy 
efficient street lighting; energy efficient automobiles/transit. 

2. Lot Choice – priority use of small properties in urban areas; use of 
“brownfield” lands that can be cleaned; use of lands close to sewer and 
power lines, mass transit, or green space. 

3. Site Choice – re-create or preserve wildlife habitat or shelter, replant or 
donate vegetation, use cleared material for mulch or landscaping or 
stabilizing soil and reuse topsoil. 

4. Water Efficiency/Conservation – use of very efficient clothes washers, 
low-flow toilets or waterless urinals; use of reclaimed water; innovative 
irrigation or drought tolerant plants; use of rain gardens, bioswales and 
cisterns. 

5. Energy Efficiency/Conservation – use of light-colored exterior walls; 
buildings shaded on the east and west by trees; properly sized air 
conditioners; use of ceiling fans; energy efficient appliances and indoor 
lighting; efficient well-pumping; use of alternate electrical grids, and/or 
use of wind/solar/natural gas energy. 
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6. Materials – use of building materials with recycled content; eco-friendly 
insulation; lumber from sustainable sources; or locally produced 
materials. 

7. Health – use of a detached garage; carbon monoxide alarm; central 
dehumidification systems; energy efficient bathroom exhaust fans with 
timer; humidistat whole house filtration.   

 
Policy 10.5 The City will encourage an Energy Conservation Educational 
Program in coordination with other local governments, County agencies, and 
stakeholders to promote the benefits of “Green Living”.   
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