Business Impact Estimate
This form should be included in the agenda packet for the item under which the proposed ordinance is to be considered and must be posted on the City of Margate’s website by the time notice of the proposed ordinance is published.

Proposed ordinance’s title/reference:

[bookmark: _Hlk148012392][bookmark: _Hlk145951507]AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 39, “WATER AND SEWERS, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES,” ARTICLE III, “REGULATION OF SEWER USE,” SECTION 39-28, “VIOLATIONS OF ARTICLE; PENALTIES; LIABILITY FOR RESULTING DAMAGE,” ARTICLE VII – “UTILITY RULES, REGULATIONS AND RATES,” SECTION 39-70, “RULES AND REGULATIONS,” SECTION 39-71 “RATES ESTABLISHED,” SECTION 39-72, “SERVICE AVAILABILITY CHARGE MANDATORY; WATER SHUTOFF NOT SEPARATION FROM SYSTEM; PROCEDURE FOR EXCUSE FROM SERVICE AVAILABILITY CHARGE; RECONNECTION TO SYSTEM,” SECTION 39-73, “CONNECTION CHARGES,” SECTION 39-74, “IMPLEMENTATION OF WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION CHARGES” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MARGATE, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER UTILITY RATES OUTSIDE OF MARGATE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES; PROVIDING FOR RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES TO BE APPROVED BY RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR PROSECUTION, ENFORCEMENT, PENALTY, AND RECOVERY OF COSTS; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 166.041(4), Florida Statutes. If one or more boxes are checked below, this means the City of Margate is of the view that a business impact estimate is not required by state law[footnoteRef:1] for the proposed ordinance, but the City of Margate is, nevertheless, providing this Business Impact Estimate as a courtesy and to avoid any procedural issues that could impact the enactment of the proposed ordinance. This Business Impact Estimate may be revised following its initial posting. [1:  See Section 166.041(4)(c), Florida Statutes.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk138775458]☐ 	The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation;
☐ 	The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt;
☒ 	The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue sources necessary to fund the budget;
☐ 	The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to, any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance accepted by the municipal government;
☐ 	The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance;
☐ 	The ordinance relates to procurement; or
☐ 	The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following:
a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and municipal planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, development orders, development agreements and development permits;
b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development districts;
c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.

In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, even notwithstanding the fact that an exemption noted above may apply, the city of Margate hereby publishes the following information:


1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the public purpose, such as serving the public health, safety, morals and welfare):

[bookmark: _Hlk148025066]The proposed ordinance makes changes to Chapter 39, specifically "Water and Sewers, Department of Environmental and Engineering Services," Article III, "Regulation of Sewer Use." The aim is to clarify the language of the ordinance, and approve water and sewer rates adjustments through the "Schedule of Fees and Charges" endorsed by the City Commission's Resolution. This is to ensure competitive and affordable water and sewer rates, impact fees, and other service charges, contributing to the City's health, safety, and general welfare, and ensuring financial sustainability for the City utilities department.

The proposed amendments include:

Section 39-28, "Violations of article; penalties; liability for resulting damage":
Deletes sections on "Notice of violation" and "Continuation of violation after notice, penalties." Modifies language for "Liability for damages resulting from violation" to clarify issuing citations and penalty costs.

Section 39-70, "Rules and regulations":
Provides grammatical and capitalization corrections; replaces "sewer" with "wastewater" for language consistency; clarifies "Protection of City property" to include water and wastewater infrastructure; deletes language regarding "Billing periods" to establish nonreceipt of bills obligation for payment; replaces Section 39-71 schedule of fees with a schedule of fees to be approved by City resolution; and removes the charge for a Service Call when the problem is identified as originating from the utility department's actions or the city's equipment.

Section 39-71, "Rates established":
Includes language to grant approval for the "Schedule of Fees and Charges" through the City Commission's Resolution; clarifies rates applicability for users inside and outside municipal boundaries; deletes rate structure tables; removes outdated language related to rates adjustments and fire hydrant charges; and provides grammatical corrections.

Section 39-72, "Service availability charge mandatory; water shutoff not separation from system; procedure for excuse from service availability charge; reconnection to system":
Replaces "sewer" with "wastewater" for language consistency; provides grammatical and capitalization corrections; and refers to the "Schedule of Fees and Charges" approved by the City Commission's Resolution.

Section 39-73, "Connection charges":
Replaces "sewer" with "wastewater" for language consistency; provides grammatical and capitalization corrections; removes the table with water connection charge schedule and dollar amounts from all charges; and refers to the "Schedule of Fees and Charges" approved by the City Commission's Resolution.


Section 39-74, "Implementation of water and sewer connection charges":
Replaces "sewer" with "wastewater" for language consistency; removes dollar amounts from all charges; and refers to the "Schedule of Fees and Charges" approved by the City Commission's Resolution.


2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit businesses in the City of Margate, if any:
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur;
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses will be financially responsible; and
(c) An estimate of the City of Margate’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any new charges or fees to cover such costs.

None, the proposed amendment to the ordinance will allow the City to adjust monthly fees for water and wastewater services, consumption fees, impact fees, and other fees detailed in the "Schedule of Fees and Charges," subject to approval by the City Commission's Resolution.


[bookmark: _Hlk139971024]3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed ordinance:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed ordinance is crafted to be a broadly applicable regulation that uniformly applies to all entities, including individuals and businesses, within both the community and the service area of the Department of Environmental and Engineering Services Utilities.


4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any):

The proposed amendment offers a balanced and adaptable approach to fee adjustments, promoting fairness, transparency, and responsiveness to economic changes while maintaining appropriate oversight by the City Commission. The provision of the "Schedule of Fees and Charges," to be approved by the City Commission via resolution, ensures oversight and democratic decision-making. This safeguards against arbitrary changes and ensures adjustments align with broader municipal goals.
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